




K i e v

D n i p r o  P u b l i s h e r s  

1983





MARKO VOVCHOK



У1
В61

МАРКО ВОВЧОК
Ін с т и т у т к а
П о в і с т ь

T ran sla ted
from  the U k ram ian
by O l e s  K o v a l e n k o

I l lu s tra te d
by S e r h i y  A d a m o v i c h

70303—234 234.83. 
M205(04)—83

4702590100

Printed in the USSR

© T ran sla t ion  into English. Dnipro Publishers,  1983



ТО Т. Н. SHEVCHENKO

I

Г ш  a  r a th e r  c h e e r fu l  s o r t  o f p e r s o n  an d  
so m e  p e o p le  th in k  I 'm  w ith o u t  a  c a re  in  th e  
w o r ld . A s  it  is, I 'm  c h e e r fu l  b y  n a tu re  —  I w as  
b o rn  w i th  it, y o u  m ig h t sa y . W h e n  I g o t a 
b e a t in g  —  s o m e th in g  I h a te  to  re m e m b e r  — 
I 'd  o f te n  b r e a k  d o w n  a n d  s ta r t  c ry in g . B ut 
th e n  I 'd  c o o l o ff a  b it  — a n d  so o n  I 'd  be  
la u g h in g  in s te a d -  A ll so m e  p e o p le  do  is w eep  
o v e r  th e i r  t ro u b le s .  N o t m e: I 'v e  b e e n  try in g  
to  la u g h  m in e  a w a y , m o s tly . A n y w a y , if I 
w e re  to  c ry  o n  a c c o u n t o f e v e r y  o n e  o f m y  
t ro u b le s ,  I w o u ld  h a v e  lo n g  w e p t m y  e y e s  
o u t. I n e v e r  k n e w  m y  fa th e r  a n d  m o th e r , as 
I g re w  u p  a n  o rp h a n , a m o n g  se rfs . E v en  if 
th e  w o rk  w a s n 't  to o  h a rd , n o b o d y  re a l ly  c a re d  
if I w a s  h u n g ry  o r  c o ld  o r  a l iv e  a t  a ll.

I w a s  ta k e n  in to  th e  h o u se  so o n  a f te r  I 'd  
tu rn e d  te n . T h e  o ld  m is tre s s  w as  q u ite  a ll 
r ig h t  —  r a th e r  h a rm le s s , th a t  is. T h is  w as  p r o ­
b a b ly  b e c a u se  sh e  w a s  a l r e a d y  so  a n c ie n t 
sh e  c o u ld  b a re ly  d ra g  h e r  fe e t a lo n g . A n d  
sh e  a lw a y s  m u m b led , so  th a t  h a lf  th e  tim e  
y o u  c o u ld n 't  e v e n  m a k e  o u t w h a t sh e  w a n te d
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to  say . A n y h o w , sh e  w a s  no  lo n g e r  f it  e n o u g h  
to  c a re  m u c h  fo r  b e a t in g  h e r  s e rfs . A ll d a y  
lo n g , s h e 'd  s i t  a ro u n d  o n  th e  p o rc h e s , a n d  as 
n ig h t d re w  n e a r , s h e 'd  do  p le n ty  of m o a n in g  
a n d  g ro a n in g . O f c o u rs e , sh e  w as  g iv e n  to  so m e  
fa n c y  t r ic k s  in  h e r  tim e , b u t th e n  a g a in , 
th a t 's  s o m e th in g  o n e  h a s  to  s to p , s o o n e r  o r 
la te r .

A t le a s t, w h e n  I w as  th e re , life  w as  a l r e a d y  
p r e t ty  q u ie t  in  th e  h o u s e h o ld . T he  o n ly  
t ro u b le  w a s  th a t  w e  w e r e n 't  a l lo w e d  to  ta k e  a 
s te p  o u ts id e  th e  y a rd . T h e  m is tre s s  w o u ld  
o n ly  le t u s  go  o u t  to  c h u rc h  o n  so m e  b ig  h o l i ­
d a y  o n ce  in  a  w h ile , b u t  S u n d a y s  w e re  o u t.

"N o !"  s h e 'd  g ru m b le . "Y o u 'll  g e t o u t of 
h a n d  a l to g e th e r .  Y o u rs  is n 't  y e t  th e  r ig h t  
a g e  to  th in k  of G od. Y o u 'v e  g o t tim e  e n o u g h  — 
y o u  a r e n 't  g o in g  to  d ie  to m o r ro w ."

So w e 'd  s i t  in  th e  s e r v a n ts ' ro o m , d a y  a f te r  
d ay , w o rk in g , a n d  th e r e  w as  th is  s i le n c e  a ll 
a b o u t th a t  m a d e  y o u  th in k  th e  w h o le  p la c e  
w as  u n d e r  a  sp e ll  o r  so m e th in g . W e 'd  o n ly  
h e a r  th e  m is tre s s  m o a n  o n c e  in  a w h ile , o r  
o n e  of u s  g ir ls  w o u ld  w h is p e r  s o m e th in g  in  
a n o th e r 's  e a r  o r  s ig h  w ith  b o re d o m . D id  th a t  
w o rk  b o re  us! I t  n e a r ly  b o re d  us to  d e a th , b u t 
th e re  w a s  n o th in g  w e  c o u ld  do . A t le a s t  w e  
d id n 't  g e t b e a te n  te n  tim e s  a  d a y  l ik e  w e  
h e a rd  s e r fs  d id  in  o th e r  p la c e s .
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A t tim e s , th o u g h , w e  s u d d e n ly  g o t m e r ry  fo r  
no  r e a s o n  a t a ll. A n d  th e n  w e  fe lt  so  h a p p y  
o u r  h e a r ts  sa n g  w ith  jo y . If  o n ly  w e  co u ld , w e 
w o u ld  h a v e  su n g  to o , m a k in g  it  so  lo u d  it  co u ld  
b e  h e a rd  a ll  o v e r  th e  v il la g e . W e  n e v e r  d id  
th o u g h . A ll w e  d id  w a s  ju s t  m a k e  faces  a t 
e ach  o th e r  t i l l  w e  w e re  a ll  b u r s t in g  to  lau g h . 
A n d  w e 'd  w in k  a t o n e  a n o th e r ,  o r  t ie  so m e ­
o n e 's  b r a id  to  th e  b a c k  of th e  c h a ir ; an d  
s o m e tim e s  o n e  o f u s  w o u ld  s p r in g  to  h e r  fe e t 
a n d  m a k e  l ik e  sh e  w as  d a n c in g  — o n  t ip to e  
so  th e  m is tr e s s  w o u ld n 't  h e a r  —  tw is tin g , 
tw ir l in g  a n d  a ll, a rm s  w a v in g  a n d  f la ilin g  
u p  a n d  d o w n . W e ll , w e  s u re  d id  lo ts  of 
th in g s !

T he  o ld  m is tre s s  h a d  n o  fam ily , e x c e p t a 
g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  a n d  sh e  w a s  s tu d y in g  in  K iev  
a t a  f in is h in g -s c h o o l, w h a te v e r  it w as . She 
o f te n  w r o te  le t te r s  w h ic h  th e  o ld  la d y  re a d  
a n d  r e re a d , a n d  c r ie d  a n d  la u g h e d  o v e r  th e m  
e v e r y  d a y . F in a lly , sh e  w ro te  to  sa y  it w as  
tim e  s o m e b o d y  cam e  a n d  to o k  h e r  b a c k  hom e. 
M o th e r  o f G od! T he  w h o le  h o u s e h o ld  b e c a m e  a 
b e e h iv e : o n  to  w ash , w h ite w a s h  a n d  c le a n  
e v e ry th in g !  T he  y o u n g  m is tre s s  w as  com ing!

T he  o ld  g a l s e e m e d  to  p e rk  up  im m e d ia te ly . 
She sh u f f le d  in  a n d  o u t o f th e  ro o m s, p e e r in g  
a t th e  ro a d  th r o u g h  e v e r y  w in d o w  a n d  se n d in g  
u s a ll  th e  w a y  b e y o n d  th e  v il la g e  to  k e e p
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w a tc h . T h is  w a s  ju s t  f in e  w ith  us! W e  n e v e r  
h a d  it so  g o o d  as d u r in g  th a t  w e e k  w h e n  
w e  w e re  w a tc h in g  o u t fo r  th e  g ra n d d a u g h te r .  
E ach tim e  w e  w e re  s e n t  o u t w e 'd  go  f ly in g . I t  
w as so  g o o d  to  se e  th e  s te p p e  a n d  th e  lo v e ly  
f ie ld s . T he  g re e n  s te p p e  s e e m e d  to  b e  ru n n in g  
a w a y  f ro m  us, b e fo re  o u r  e y e s , fa r  a n d  w id e . 
I t  w a s  l ik e  a  b r e a th  o f fre e d o m !

W e  p ic k e d  f lo w e rs  a n d  m a d e  g a r la n d s  a n d  
p u t th e m  on , l ik e  w e  w e re  b r id e s ,  a n d  k e p t  
th em  o n  u n ti l  w e  g o t b a c k  to  th e  y a rd . B ut 
ju s t  b e fo re  e n te r in g , w e 'd  p u ll  th e m  o ff a n d  
th ro w  th e m  a w a y . I t  w a s  r e a l ly  su c h  a  p ity , 
h a v in g  to  th ro w  f lo w e rs  aw ay !

I I

F in a lly  sh e  a r r iv e d .  A n d  sh e  w a s  c e r ta in ly  
a g o o d - lo o k in g  g ir l ,  too ! I w o n d e re d  w h o  it 
w as  in  th e  fa m ily  sh e  to o k  a f te r .  A n y w a y , sh e  
w as  so  n ice  to  lo o k  a t, i t 's  no  u se  t r y in g  to  p u t 
it in  w o rd s . T h e  o ld  la d y  ju s t  h u g g e d  h e r  
a n d  w o u ld n 't  le t  go , k is s in g  a n d  fo n d lin g  h e r . 
T h en  sh e  sh o w e d  h e r  a ll  a ro u n d  th e  h o u se , 
e x p la in in g  e v e ry th in g ;  a n d  th e  y o u n g  o n e  ju s t  
k e p t  tu rn in g  h e r  h e a d  to  a ll  s id e s  a n d  c a s tin g  
c u r io u s  lo o k s  a ll  a ro u n d .

T h e n  th e  o ld  m is t r e s s  s e a te d  h e r  g ra n d d a u g h ­
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te r  a t  th e  ta b le , a s k in g  a ll k in d s  of q u e s tio n s  
an d  c ry in g  a n d  b e a m in g  w ith  p le a s u re  a ll  a t th e  
sa m e  tim e . E v e ry  so  o f te n  sh e  u rg e d  th e  g ir l  
to  h e lp  h e rs e lf :  " W o u ld  y o u  l ik e  to  h a v e  
so m e  o f th is ? "  a n d  " W o n 't  y o u  ta k e  a  s ip  
o f th a t? "  S he  lo a d e d  th e  ta b le  w ith  a ll  s o r ts  
o f fo o d  a n d  d r in k , to o k  a  s e a t  h e rse lf , an d  
ju s t  g a z e d  a t h e r  g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  l ik e  sh e  
c o u ld n 't  g e t h e r  f ill  o f h e r . A n d  th e  g ir l  
w a s  p u t t in g  it  a w a y  —  fa s t  a n d  c lean , lik e  
a s p a r ro w . W e  p e e re d  a t th e m  fro m  b e h in d  th e  
d o o r  a n d  l is te n e d  to  w h a t th e  y o u n g  o n e  w as  
s a y in g , t r y in g  to  m a k e  o u t w h a t w as  on  h e r  
m in d  a n d  ju s t  w h a t k in d  o f p e r s o n  sh e  w as.

"So h o w  w a s  it, l iv in g  a ll on  y o u r  ow n , 
m y  c h ild ? "  a s k e d  th e  o ld  o n e . "Y ou  h a v e n 't  
to ld  m e a n y th in g  y e t ."

"G ra n n y ! T h e re 's  r e a l ly  n o th in g  to  te ll. I t 
w as  a ll  so  b o r in g !"

"D id  th e y  m a k e  y o u  s tu d y  m uch?  W h a t  h a v e  
th e y  ta u g h t  y o u , a n y w a y ? "

"D o y o u  r e a l ly  w a n t  to  h e a r  a b o u t it? W e ll, 
G ra n n y , o v e r  h e re  y o u 'v e  b e e n  f re e  to  liv e  as 
y o u  p le a se , so  y o u  c a n 't  e v e n  im a g in e  w h a t 
I 'v e  g o n e  th ro u g h  w ith  a ll  th a t  le a rn in g . 
B est n e v e r  m e n tio n  it  to  m e a g a in !"

"O h , m y  p o o r  g irl!  O f c o u rs e  —  it m u s t 'v e  
b e e n  p r e t ty  h a rd  o n  y o u , w h a t w ith  a ll tn o se
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s tr a n g e rs . . .  T h en  w h y  d id n 't  y o u  w r i te  im m e ­
d ia te ly  to  te l l  m e a ll  a b o u t it? "

"O h, no , G ran n y ! Im p o ss ib le !  T h e y  w o u ld 'v e  
fo u n d  o u t in  no  tim e  a t a l l ."

"M y  p o o r  l i t t l e  ch ild ! T e ll m e h o w  th o s e  
h o r r ib le  p e o p le  t r e a te d  y o u ."

"O h, G ran n y ! I t  w a s  s h e e r  t o r tu r e  h a v in g  
to  s tu d y  a ll th o s e  s i l ly  th in g s . W e  h a d  to  
le a rn  th is  a n d  th a t, a n d  G o d  k n o w s  w h a t e ls e  — 
ju s t  d r i l l  a n d  d r i l l  a l l  th e  tim e! N o w , w h y  
do I n e e d  to  k n o w  h o w  th e  s ta r s  t r a v e l  a c ro s s  
th e  s k y  o r  h o w  p e o p le  a c ro s s  th e  s e a  l iv e  
o r  if th e y  l iv e  w e ll  o v e r  th e r e  o r  n o t?  A ll I 
r e a l ly  n e e d  to  k n o w  is h o w  to  sh o w  o ff in  
c o m p a n y ."

"B ut th e re  is  so m e th in g  th a t  m a k e s  p e o p le  
w a n t to  s tu d y , m y  je w e l. T a k e  o u r  n e ig h ­
b o rs ' g ir ls  h e re . P ra c t ic a l ly  p e n n ile s s , a ll  o f 
th em , b u t th e y , to o , tw i t t e r  in  F re n c h ."

"G ra n n y ,"  th e  g i r l  c h irp e d  up . "W h y , I 
c e r ta in ly  d id  m y  b e s t  to  le a rn  F re n c h  a n d  
m u sic , m e to o ! S am e w ith  d a n c in g . B ecau se  
o n e  r e a l ly  n e e d s  i t  —  th a t 's  w h y . ‘T h a t 's  
s o m e th in g  e v e r y b o d y  p a y s  a t te n t io n  to , a n d  
a n y b o d y  ca n  a p p re c ia te .  A ll th e  r e s t  is ju s t  
t r a s h y  s tu ff  y o u  - le a rn  a n d  f o rg e t  a n y w a y . 
A n d  it m ad e  th e  w h o le  lo t o f u s  s ic k  —  b o th  
th o s e  w h o  ta u g h t  it  a n d  th o s e  w h o  h a d  to
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l is te n . I ju s t  w a s te d  p le n ty  o f tim e  th a t  
w a y ."

" W h a t do  y o u  m ean?  W a s  th e i r  te a c h in g  so 
b ad ?"

" T h a t 's  e x a c t ly  w h a t I m ean  —  b ad , b o r in g  
a n d  u se le ss !  G e tt in g  p a id  w a s  a ll th e  te a c h e rs  
se e m e d  to  c a re  a b o u t, a n d  a ll w e  w a n te d  w as  to  
be f in is h e d  a n d  o u t as fa s t as w e  co u ld . Is 
so m e th in g  w ro n g , G ra n n y ? "

"T h e  th in g  is, c h ild , th e y 'v e  b e e n  c h a rg ­
in g  g o o d  m o n e y  fo r  te a c h in g  y o u  —  a n d  d o ­
in g  a  b a d  jo b  o f it. W h a t  if y o u  fo rg e t  a ll 
of i t? "

"G ra n n y , w h a t  a  s i l ly  th in g  to  say . G od 
fo rb id !  If I e n te r ta in  a n d  go  o u t m y se lf, 
th e r e 's  n o  w a y  I w ill  f o rg e t  m u s ic  o r  d an c in g , 
o r  e v e n  m y  F re n c h . A s to  a ll  th a t  fo re ig n  
n o n se n se , I le t it in  a t  o n e  e a r  a n d  o u t a t th e  
o th e r ,  a n y w a y , so  I d o n 't  r e a l ly  k n o w  a n y  of 
it. D ra t it  a ll!"

"N o w  w h a t  if so m e b o d y  co m es u p  a n d  a sk s  
y o u  h o w  th o s e  s ta r s  t r a v e l  in  th e  s k y  o r  
so m e th in g ?  P e o p le  m ig h t ta lk  w h e n  th e y  see  
y o u  d o n 't  k n o w  w h a t y o u  s tu d ie d ."

"O h . th a t?  N o w , G ra n n y , I ’v e  o n ly  le t y o u  in  
o n  it, b u t  a n y o n e  e ls e  w ill  n e v e r  f in d  m e o u t — 
n o t  if th e y  q u e s t io n  m e a ll d a y  long! I 'l l  foo l 
a n y b o d y  —  a n d  m a k e  th e m  re g r e t  th e y  e v e r
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a sk e d . T h a t 's  th e  w a y , G ra n n y ! W o u ld  y o u  
c a re  to  h e a r  m e s in g ?  L is te n !"

She san g , a n d  h e r  v o ic e  l i l te d  in  a  s i lv e ry  
s o r t  of w a y . T h e  o ld  la d y  ru s h e d  to  k is s  h e r: 
"M y  d a r lin g !  M y  jo y ! "  A n d  th e  g i r l  fa w n e d  
o n  h e r  a n d  p le a d e d , " P le a se , G ra n n y , b u y  m e 
so m e  f in e  d re s s e s , th e  la te s t  fa s h io n s !"

"D o n 't w o r r y  a b o u t th a t ,  m y  g ir l . Y o u 'll  
h a v e  e v e ry th in g !  I 'l l  m a k e  s u re  y o u  lo o k  
lik e  a  p r in c e s s ."

W e  a ll lo o k e d  a t o n e  a n o th e r :  th e  l i t t le  
g r a n d d a u g h te r  h a d  s u re ly  le a rn e d  q u ite  a 
lo t — m o s tly  h o w  to  fo o l p e o p le , so  it  se e m e d .

I l l

"C o m e  a lo n g , c h ild ,"  th e  o ld  m is tre s s  
sa id . " I w a n t y o u  to  c h o o se  y o u r s e l f  a  m a id ."  
She led  th e  w a y  to w a rd s  th e  d o o r , so  w e  
s p ra n g  a w a y  f ro m  it a n d  h u d d le d  u p  in  th e  
c o rn e r .

' " H e re 's  y o u r  y o u n g  m is t r e s s ,"  sh e  to ld  
us. "K iss h e r  h a n d ."

T he  g ir l  b a r e ly  lo o k e d  a t u s  a s  sh e  h e ld  
o u t tw o  f in g e rs  fo r  u s  to  k is s . T h e  g ra n d m o th e r  
p o in te d  to  e a c h  o f u s  in  tu rn , te l l in g  h e r  
th is  w as  H a n n a / th a t  w a s  V a rk a , th e re  w as  
D o m ak h a ...
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"M y  g o o d n e s s !"  th e  g r a n d d a u g h te r  c r ie d  
o u t, j e rk in g  s u d d e n ly  a n d  c la p p in g  h e r  h a n d s . 
"C an  a n y  o f y o u  d o  m y  h a ir  o r  la ce  m e up  
p ro p e r ly ? "  She s to o d  a n d  s ta r e d  a t u s, h e r  
h an d s  c la sp e d  to g e th e r .

" W h y ? "  th e  o ld  o n e  sa id . "T h ey  can , 
d e a r ie . If  n o t, w e 'l l  te a c h  th e m  h o w ."

" W h a t 's  y o u r  n a m e ? "  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  
a s k e d  m e. B ut sh e  d id n 't  e v e n  w a it  fo r  m y  
a n sw e r . S h e  tu rn e d  to  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r  a n d  
sa id , " I 'l l  ta k e  th is  o n e ."

"A ll r ig h t, w h o e v e r  y o u  w ish , d a r l in g . Let 
it b e  h e r , th e n ."  S p e a k in g  to  m e: "M in d  
y o u , U s tin a , s e rv e  th e  y o u n g  m is t r e s s  w e ll a n d  
s h e 'l l  b e  g o o d  to  y o u ."

"E n o u g h , G ra n n y , le t 's  b e  g o in g ,"  th e  g ir l  
b ro k e  in . S he m a d e  a  fa ce  a n d  tu rn e d  a w a y , 
le a n in g  to  o n e  s id e , l ik e  sh e  w a n te d  to  
b o lt, a n d  e v e n  s c re w e d  u p  h e r  e y e s  —  e x a c t ly  
lik e  a  c a t w h e n  o n e  b lo w s  sm o k e  in to  its  
face.

"W e ll, c h ild ,"  th e  o ld  o n e  sa id . " W e 'd  
b e t te r  s ta r t  p u t t in g  so m e  se n se  in to  h e r , 
b e c a u s e  th e y 'r e  a ll  so  s illy . I 'l l  te l l  h e r  
s o m e th in g , y o u 'l l  te l l  h e r  so m e th in g  e lse , 
a n d  sh e  m ig h t m a k e  a  d e c e n t m a id  y e t ."

" I  w is h  th e y 'd  b e e n  ta u g h t  b e fo re , G ra n n y , 
so  th a t  w e  w o u ld n 't  h a v e  to  w o r r y  a b o u t  th a t  
n o w . Y o u  s h o u ld 'v e  s e n t o n e  to  to w n  fo r
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t r a in in g ."  T h a t w a s  h o w  th e y  s p o k e  a b o u t 
us, l ik e  w e  w e re  h o rs e s  o r  so m e th in g .

" W e ll , U s tin a ,"  th e  g ir ls  p it ie d  m e. 
" W h a t 's  g o in g  to  h a p p e n  w ith  y o u ?  She 
c e r ta in ly  d o e s n 't  lo o k  to o  k in d ."

"So w h a t, g ir ls ? "  I to ld  th em . " I t 's  no  use  
c ry in g  o v e r  s p il le d  m ilk . T h e re 's  no  g e tt in g  
a w a y  f ro m  fa te , e i th e r .  L e t's  w a it  an d  se e ."

B u t I, to o , s ta r te d  th in k in g .

IV

T h a t sa m e  e v e n in g  th e y  c a lle d  m e, "C om e 
u n d re s s  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s ! "

I w e n t in , a n d  sh e  w as  s ta n d in g  in  f ro n t  o f 
th e  m ir r o r ,  a l r e a d y  p u ll in g  th in g s  o ff h e rse lf .

" W h e re  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  lo a f in g  ab o u t?  C om e 
on, u n d re s s  m e a n d  m a k e  i t  q u ic k , b e c a u se  
I w a n t  to  go  to  s le e p !"

So I b e g a n  u n d re s s in g  h e r , a n d  sh e  k e p t 
sh o u tin g  a l l  th e  w h ile  fo r  m e to  b e  q u ic k  
a b o u t it. T h e n  sh e  flu n g  h e r s e l f  o n to  th e  bed .

"C o m e  ta k e  off m y  sh o es! Do y o u  h a v e  a n y  
id ea  o f h o w  to  go  a b o u t c u r l in g  m y  h a ir? "  
sh e  a sk e d .

"N o , I g u e ss  n o t."
" M y  G od! O h, g o o d n e ss!  H o w  s tu p id  y o u  

a re ! G et o u t!"
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T h e  g ir ls  w e re  w a it in g  fo r  m e.
"H ow  w a s  it, U s tin a?  J u s t  te l l  u s, w h a t 's  

sh e  lik e , d e a r? "
W h a t w a s  th e r e  to  te l l  th em ?
" I 'm  s tu p id , g i r ls ,"  I sa id , " b e c a u se  I 

d o n 't  k n o w  h o w  to  c u r l  h a i r ."

V

N e x t m o rn in g , th e  y o u n g  m is tr e s s  g o t up  
q u ite  e a r ly ,  w a sh e d , d r e s s e d  a n d  r a n  a ll  o v e r  
th e  e s ta te  —  b u ild in g s , g a rd e n  a n d  a ll. She 
w as  in  a  g ay , e x u b e ra n t  m o o d . "A t la s t  I 'm  
a t h o m e !"  sh e  k e p t  s a y in g . "A t h o m e! A n d  
I 'm  f re e  to  d o  a n y th in g ! "

S he k is s e d  a n d  p la y e d  u p  to  h e r  g r a n d ­
m o th e r , a s k in g : " W ill  w e  b e  v is i t in g  s o m e ­
b o d y  so o n , G ra n n y ?  A n d  w h e n  w il l  w e  s t a r t  
e n te r ta in in g ? "

" J u s t  le t m e  g aze  m y  f i l l  o f y o u  f i r s t ."
"B ut I c a n 't  w a it ,  G ra n n y ! I 'v e  b e e n  d r e a m ­

in g  of g e t t in g  b a c k  h o m e  a n d  s ta r t in g ,  to  
c e le b ra te  —  w ith  p le n ty  o f p e o p le , m u sic , 
d a n c in g  a n d  a ll. D e a r  G ra n n y , p le a s e !"

"A ll r ig h t, ch ild . J u s t  le t 's  d r e s s  u p  b e fo re  
I s t a r t  in v i t in g  p e o p le ."

A n d  th e y  w e n t  r ig h t  a h e a d  w ith  th a t  d r e s s ­
in g -u p  b u s in e s s . T h e  o ld  la d y  h a d  so m e  c h e s ts
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p u lle d  o u t o f th e  s to re ro o m , g o t o u t le n g th s  
o f v e lv e t  a n d  fin e  lin e n , c u t th em  o u t an d  
h ad  th e  y o u n g  o n e  t r y  th e m  on . A n d  it 
a ll  d e l ig h te d  th e  g i r l  —  h e r  c h e e k s  g lo w e d  
a n d  sh e  w a s  w e ll-n ig h  ju m p in g  fo r  jo y . She 
ru s h e d  f ro m  o n e  m ir r o r  to  a n o th e r ,  a n d  e v e n  
w h e n  sh e  to o k  a g la s s  o f w a te r , s h e 'd  p e e r  
in to  it, a d m ir in g  h e rs e lf . N o w  s h e 'd  b ra id  h e r  
h a ir , th e n  s h e 'd  u n b ra id  it a n d  p la i t  r ib b o n s  
in to  it o r  f ix  so m e  f lo w e rs .. . .

"O h , G ra n n y !"  s h e 'd  c ry  o u t. "W h e n  w ill 
I g e t a  r e a l ly  n ice  s a t in  d re s s  to  w e a r? "

"A s s o o n  a s  y o u 'r e  e n g a g e d , m y  g ir l ,"  th e  
o ld  o n e  w o u ld  te l l  h e r . " I 'l l  m a r ry  y o u  to  a 
p r in c e  o r  a  c o u n t —  s o m e b o d y  re a l ly  r ic h ."

T h e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  w o u ld  th e n  s t ic k  o u t 
h e r  c h in  a n d  p ra n c e  a b o u t l ik e  sh e  w as  a lr e a d y  
a  re a l  p r in c e s s ,  n o  le ss .

A ll th e y  s e e m e d  to  ta lk  a b o u t w as  p r in c e s  
a n d  n o b le  g e n tle m e n . T h e y 'd  p ic tu re  th e m ­
s e lv e s  a ll  s e t  fo r  th e  w e d d in g , liv in g  in  b r ic k  
b u ild in g s  a n d  r id in g  a b o u t in  fa n c y  c a r r ia g e s , 
fin e  h o rs e s  a n d  a ll. T h e y 'd  ju s t  r a t t le  o n  a n d  on  
u n ti l  th e  y o u n g  o n e  s ig h e d :

'T h a t 's  ju s t  ta lk , G ra n n y . A n d  w e  h a v e n 't  
y e t  h a d  a n y b o d y  o v e r ."

" J u s t  w a it  a b it  —  w e 'l l  b e  h a v in g  so  m a n y  
g u e s ts  th e r e  w o n 't  be  ro o m  e n o u g h  fo r  a ll ."
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VI

S u re  e n o u g h , th e y  c am e  ru n n in g  —  so  m a n y  
of th e m  y o u 'd  th in k  th e  h o u s e  w a s  o n  f ire . 
A s so m e  w e re  le a v in g , m o re  w o u ld  b e  r id in g  
o v e r .  W e  h a d  n e i th e r  s le e p  n o r  re s t ,  ru n n in g  
off o u r  fe e t, w a it in g  o n  th e m  a n d  b u s t l in g  
a b o u t f ro m  e a r ly  m o rn in g  u n ti l  la te  a t n ig h t. 
A t t im e s  w e  h a d  su c h  a  c ro w d  th a t  it  s e e m e d  
ju s t  a b o u t e v e r y b o d y  w a s  th e re . T h e  w h o le  
lo t w e re  ro a r in g  w ith  la u g h te r ,  d a n c in g  
aw ay , e a tin g  a n d  d r in k in g , a l l  o f th e m  so  
c a re f re e  a n d  w e ll- fe d . T h e re  w e re  so m e  la d ie s  
w h o  c o u ld  b a r e ly  sq u e e z e  th r o u g h  th e  d o o r . 
T he h o u se  s w a rm e d  w ith  y o u n g  g e n tle m e n , 
w h o  h u n g  a ll  a ro u n d  o u r  y o u n g  m is tre s s ,  
d ro n in g  l ik e  b u m b le b e e s . A n d  sh e  n e v e r  
m isse d  a  o n e  o f th em , e i th e r ,  s p e a k in g  to  
som e, n o d d in g  to  o th e r s ,  g e n t ly  a s k in g  o n e  
a b o u t h is  h e a l th  o r  c o m p la in in g  to  a n o th e r  
th a t  sh e  fe lt  s a d  a n d  s t r a n g e  w ith o u t  h im  
a ro u n d . O r e lse , s h e 'd  p ic k  o u t  o n e  o f th e m  a n d  
se a t  h im  n e x t to  h e r , l ik e  h e  w a s  a  r e la t iv e  
o r  so m e th in g . T h e  p o o r  fe llo w s  w e re  so  ta k e n  
w ith  h e r  th a t  th e y  w a s te d  a w a y , p in in g  fo r  
h e r  a n d  m a k in g  fo o ls  o f th e m s e lv e s . T h ey  
k e p t  c o m in g  b a c k , d a y  a f te r  d a y , e a c h  t ry in g  
to  g e t th e r e  b e fo re  th e  o th e r s  a n d  lo o k in g  
a sk a n c e  a t  th e i r  r iv a ls . Y o u  c o u ld n 't  te l l
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w h e th e r  th e y  h a d  a ll  r e a l ly  ta k e n  su ch  a 
fa n c y  to  h e r , o r  s im p ly  h a d  n o th in g  b e t te r  to  
do; o n ly  th e y  k e p t  c o m in g  in  d ro v e s . B ut th e n  
ag a in , w h a t  fu n  c o u ld  th e y  g e t o u t o f life?  
W h a t  c o u ld  th e y  do  to  m a k e  th e i r  y o u th  
ta s te  s w e e te r?  E a t f in e  fo o d , d r in k  g o o d  
d r in k s , p la y  a ro u n d  a  l i t t l e  —  p e rh a p s . But 
w h a t e ls e  w a s  th e re ?

V II

B it b y  b it , th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  m o ld e d  th e  
e n t i r e  h o u s e h o ld  to  h e r  o w n  w a y s .

"S to p  k n it t in g , G ra n n y , fo r  G o d 's  sake! 
D o n 't y o u  h a v e  a n y b o d y  to  d o  i t  fo r  you? 
W h a t  if so m e b o d y  co m es a n d  fin d s  y o u  
f id d lin g  w i th  th a t  s to c k in g , a s  th o u g h  y o u  
w e re  a  s e r v a n t  o r  s o m e th in g ? "

" I t 's  b o r in g  w i th o u t  s o m e th in g  to  o ccu p y  
y o u r s e l f  w ith , c h i ld ,” th e  o ld  o n e  w o u ld  say .

" T ry  re a d in g  a  b o o k  th e n ."
"H o w  can  I re a d ?  M y  e y e s  a r e n 't  g o o d  

e n o u g h  fo r  th a t  a n y  m o re ."
"T h e n  go  fo r  a  w a lk , o n ly  d o n 't  k n it ,  G ra n n y  

d e a r . Y o u  m ig h t a s  w e ll  p u t o u t m y  e y e  w ith  
th a t  n e e d le !"

"A ll r ig h t ,  ju s t  d o n 't  f r e t! "
She s to p p e d  k n i t t in g  a n d  w as  b o re d . H er 

g r a n d d a u g h te r  m ad e  h e r  w e a r  a  b o n n e t w ith
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b r ig h t  r ib b o n s , a n d  s e a te d  h e r  in  a n  a r m ­
c h a ir  in  th e  m id d le  o f th e  ro o m . W h e n  g u e s ts  
p o p p e d  in , th e r e  sh e  w as , r e a d y  to  g re e t  
them .

T he  o ld  m is tre s s  a l r e a d y  h a d  a  fo o t in  th e  
g ra v e , a n d  h e r  g ra n d d a u g h te r  k e p t  r e jo ic in g , 
" E v e ry th in g ’s so  n ic e  h e re , so  r e a l ly  n ic e  
an d  g ra n d  a n d  sp le n d id , i s n 't  it, G ra n n y !"

V I I I

A n d  sh e  s e t  u s  to  e m b ro id e r in g . S he h e r s e l f  
ta u g h t us h o w  to  go  a b o u t  it, p o p p in g  in  e v e r y  
so  o f te n  to  m a k e  s u re  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  w o rk in g . 
She e v e n  f ro w n e d  a n d  g ru m b le d  w h e n e v e r  
w e  w e n t to  lu n c h . She g o t n a s t ie r  b y  th e  d ay , 
an d  so o n  sh e  w a s  b e r a t in g  u s  in  a  r e a l  w a y . 
S o m e tim es  s h e 'd  a lso  p in c h  o r  s la p  o n e  o f us, 
n o t v e r y  h a rd  a t  f i r s t  a n d  b lu s h in g  as r e d  a s  a 
ro se , l ik e  sh e  w a s  a sh a m e d . T h a t w a s  b e c a u se  
sh e  w a s  s t i l l  n e w  to  it; b u t  a s  so o n  as sh e  
s e t t le d  d o w n  a n d  m ad e  h e r s e l f  a t  h o m e , w e  
fo u n d  o u t ju s t  h o w  ro u g h  life  c o u ld  g e t.

W h e n e v e r  I cam e  to  d r e s s  h e r  s h e 'd  m a k e  
it h o t as h e ll  fo r  m e. I b r a id e d  h e r  h a ir  a n d  
s h e 'd  s a y  i t  w a s  a ll  w ro n g . So I h a d  to  u n d o  
it  a n d  b ra id  i t  o n ce  m o re , o n ly  to  b e  to ld  it  
w as  w ro n g  a g a in . S h e 'd  s p e n d  th e  w h o le  m o r n ­
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in g  a t it, p in c h in g  m e, p o k in g  m e, s c r a tc h ­
in g  m e  w ith  a  co m b , p r ic k in g  m e w ith  h a i r ­
p in s  a n d  th ro w in g  w a te r  o v e r  m e —• y o u  
nam e  it, s h e 'd  t r y  ju s t  a b o u t  e v e ry th in g  to  
h u r t  m e. P o o r  m e!

O n ce  w e  w e re  e x p e c t in g  o ff ic e rs  f ro m  th e  
re g im e n t s ta t io n e d  in  to w n . T he y a r d  h ad  
b e e n  s w e p t  c le a n  th e  n ig h t  b e fo re , a n d  th e  
h o u se  h a d  b e e n  t id ie d  u p  as  if fo r  th e  E a s te r  
h o lid a y s . T h e n  sh e  s a t  d o w n  to  h a v e  h e r  h a ir  
done . M e rc ifu l  h e a v e n s !  I w o u ld 'v e  so o n e r  
c a r r ie d  re d -h o t  c o a ls  w ith  m y  b a re  h a n d s



r a th e r  th a n  h a v in g  to  s t ic k  it  o u t w o rk in g  o n  
h e r  fa ir  b ra id s . I w as  th is , I w a s  th a t , I w a s  
to ld  to  g e t o u t of h e r  s ig h t a n d  th e n  to  g e t 
b ack  in  a h u r ry , a n d  th e n ... T h e n  sh e  ju s t  
s ta r te d  p u sh in g  m e a n d  ju m p in g  o n  m e. W a s  
I e v e r  f r ig h te n e d ! A n d  a ll  th e  w h ile  sh e  k e p t  
sco ld in g  an d  c u rs in g  m e a n d  s ta m p in g  h e r  fe e t 
un til su d d e n ly  sh e  b u r s t  in to  te a rs !  I s h o t  o u t 
of th e  ro o m  a n d  sh e  ru s h e d  a f te r  m e  —  a ll th e  
w ay  to  th e  g a rd e n . " I 'l l  te a r  y o u  to  p ieces! 
I 'l l  w r in g  y o u r  n eck , y o u  b e a s t! "  I lo o k e d  b a c k  
a t h e r  an d  s h e  lo o k e d  so  te r r ib le  th a t  m y  le g s  
s o r t  o f g a v e  w a y . T h a t 's  w h e n  sh e  c lu tc h ­
ed  a t m y  th r o a t  w ith  b o th  h e r  h an d s . T h e y  
fe lt c o ld  as sn a ils , h e r  h a n d s  d id! I w a n te d  to  
sc ream , b u t I ju s t  c o u ld n 't  f in d  m y  v o ic e , 
an d  th e n  I d ro p p e d  u n d e r  th is  a p p le - t r e e  a n d  
fa in ted . C o ld  w a te r  b r o u g h t  m e to , a n d  I saw  
th e  g ir ls  c lu s te r e d  a ll  a r o u n d  m e, th e i r  fa ce s  
c h a lk -w h ite . T he  y o u n g  m is tr e s s  w a s  so b b in g , 
s p ra w le d  o u t o n  a c h a ir , a n d  th e  o ld  o n e  w as  
s ta n d in g  r ig h t  o v e r  m y  face , r a g in g  a t m e. 
She w as  r e a l ly  b r e a th in g  f i r e  —  sh e  w a s  th a t  
m ad.

"L ook  w h a t y o u 'v e  d o n e , y o u  id le r!  H o w  
d a re  y o u  a n n o y  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s ?  I 'l l  s e n d  
y o u  to  S ib e ria !  I 'l l  m a k e  s h o r t  w o r k  o f y o u !"

She th e n  tu rn 6 d  to  h e r  g ra n d d a u g h te r ,  t r y ­
ing  to  c a lm  h e r  d o w n .
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"D o n 't  c ry , m y  a n g e l, p lease ! She is n 't  r e a l ly  
w o r th y  of y o u r  te a rs . Y ou  m ig h t e v e n  g e t 
sick , G od  fo rb id ! Look, y o u r  l i t t le  h a n d s  a re  
a ll cold! E nough , ca lm  dow n! W h y  d id  y o u  
try  and  d ea l w ith  h e r  y o u rse lf?  If th e r e 's  
an y th in g  y o u  d o n 't  lik e , le t m e h a n d le  th e m ."  
Back to  me: "A nd  y o u , lo a fe r , I 'l l  s h o w  y o u  
ye t!"

I 'm  n o t su re  w h y  th e y  d id n 't  m a k e  th in g s  
even  w o rse  fo r  m e, o n ly  I d id n 't  g e t a  b e a tin g . 
That w as p ro b a b ly  b e c a u se  I w a s  p r e t ty  s ick . 
A nyw ay , th e  o ld  m is tre s s  ju s t  k ic k e d  m e o n c e  
and to ld  th e  g ir ls  to  c a r r y  m e  in s id e . T h e  g ir ls  
p ick ed  m e u p  a n d  c a r r ie d  m e in , a n d  o n c e  
w e w e re  in  th e  ro o m , th e y  a ll  s a n k  d o w n  
a ro u n d  m e, c ry in g : " U s tin a  d ea r!  W h o  c o u ld  
im ag in e  a w o rs e  fa te! O h  w h y  d o  w e  h a v e  to  
live  w ith  su c h  a m o n s te r? "

IX

A ll s p r in g  lo n g  th e y  fed  m e  o n  w a rm  m ilk  
till I m e n d e d  a  l i t t le .

I la y  th e re  a ll  a lo n e  —  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  o u t 
in  th e  f ie ld s , w o rk in g  —  a n d  th o u g h t  to  m y ­
se lf, "O h, L ord , h o w  ca n  o n e  so  y o u n g  a lso  
b e  so  w ic k e d ? "
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I t  w a s  c o o l a n d  q u ie t  in  th e  ro o m , th e  
w a lls  w e re  w h ite  a n d  m u te , a n d  th e re  I w as, 
a lo n e  w i th  m y  th o u g h ts .  T he  w in d  s t i r r e d  
o u ts id e , b e n d in g  a  b ra n c h  of sw e e t-sm e llin g  
lila c  d o w n  in to  m y  w in d o w . A t n o o n , a h o t 
b e a m  o f su n  sh o t th ro u g h  th e  ro o m  in  a 
b r ig h t ,  q u iv e r in g  r ib b o n , se n d in g  w a v e s  of 
h e a t  th r o u g h  m y  b o d y . I t  w as  s tu f fy  an d  I 
fe lt  d o zy , b u t s le e p  w o u ld n 't  com e. A n d  a ll 
th a t  t im e  I la y  th e r e  a lo n e , th in k in g  h o w  w as  
I to  l iv e  o n  in  th is  w o r ld . I w as  h a p p y  — 
G od  k n o w s  h o w  h a p p y ! —  w h e n  th e  g a rd e n  
r u s t le d  in  th e  w in d , th e  l ig h t fa d e d  a n d  th e  
r a in  b e a t  a g a in s t  th e  g ro u n d . S u d d e n ly  I h e a rd  
th e  p a t t e r  o f fo o ts te p s , th e n  n o is e  a n d  la u g h ­
te r , a n d  th e n  a  b u n c h  of c h i ld re n  b u r s t  r ig h t 
in to  th e  ro o m , a ll  e x c ite d , th e i r  fa ce s  f lu s h ­
ed . T h e y  g re e te d  m e a n d  sh o o k  th e m se lv e s , 
s e n d in g  d ro p s  o f w a te r  f ly in g  o n to  m e. Im ­
p a t ie n t ly ,  th e y  c la m b e re d  o n to  th e  w in d o w ­
s il l  to  se e  if th e  r a in  w a s  g o in g  to  s to p  soon , 
s h o u tin g  a n d  s in g in g :

C o m e  o u t ,  c o m e  o u t ,  S u n - b e a m i n g  

S h i n e  o n  g r a n d p a  s  H e l d s  g r e e n i n g ,
A n d  o n  g r a n n y ' s  s t r a w b e r r i e s ,

O n  t h e  p l a y g r o u n d  l o t  m e r r y . . .

A s so o n  as  th e  s u n  p e e p e d  o u t f ro m  b e ­
h in d  th e  c lo u d s , th e y  a ll  c le a re d  o u t. B ut fo r
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a  lo n g  tim e  a f te r  th e y  w e re  g o n e , I s t i l l  
se e m e d  to  h e a r  th e i r  la u g h te r ,  n o w  in  o n e  
c o rn e r ,  th e n  in  a n o th e r ,  l ik e  so m e b o d y  w a s  
j in g lin g  t in y  s i lv e r  b e lls .

In  th e  e v e n in g , w h e n  d u s k  h a d  a l r e a d y  
fa llen , p e o p le  w o u ld  r e tu r n  f ro m  th e  f ie ld s , 
e x h a u s te d  b y  th e  s c o rc h in g  h e a t  a n d  th e  
h a rd  w o rk . N o b o d y  w o u ld  s a y  a  w o rd , e x c e p t 
th a t  so m e  w o u ld  s ig h  h e a v i ly  o r , p e rh a p s , 
s o m e b o d y 'd  h u m  a  sad , s a d  so n g ...

O n ce  in  a  w h ile , o n e  o f th e  h o u s e h o ld  g ir ls  
w o u ld  d ro p  in  o n  m e: "U s tin a , d a r l in g !"

" H o w 're  y o u  g e t t in g  o n  th e re ? "  I 'd  a s k  h e r .
"Y o u 'd  b e t te r  n o t a s k  —  it c o u ld n 't  b e  

w o rse !  H a n n a  w a s  b e a te n  to d a y , P a ra s k a  
y e s te rd a y , a n d  to m o r ro w  i t 'l l  b e  m y  tu rn , 
fo r  a ll  I k n o w . O h, d e a r , w h a t if  th e y  see  
th a t I 'm  m iss in g !  W e ll , U s tin a , w e 'r e  r e a l ly  
in  fo r  t r o u b le ."

"D id  th e y  a s k  a b o u t  m e?"
"S u re  th e y  d id . W h y  is n 't  sh e  b a c k  a t 

w o rk ?  W h y  is  sh e  lo l l in g  a b o u t  l ik e  so m e  
g ra n d  lad y ?  T h a t 's  w h a t  th e y 'v e  b e e n  s a y in g , 
if y o u  w a n t to  k n o w . W e ll , I 'd  b e t t e r  b e  
ru n n in g . B ye n o w , U s tin a !"
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X

O n e  m o rn in g  I la y  th e re  th in k in g , w h e n  
K a try a  ru s h e d  in .

"C o m e, c o m e  q u ic k , U s tin a !"
"C o m e  w h e re ? "
" O v e r  to  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  —  a n d  th e  

o ld  o n e , to o . H u r r y  up , U stin a ! T he  y o u n g  
m is tre s s  h a s  b e e n  c o m p la in in g  to  th e  o ld  o n e  
th a t y o u 'r e  w e ll  e n o u g h  a l r e a d y  a n d  ju s t  d o n 't  
w a n t to  w o rk . C o m e  on , le t 's  go !"

" J u s t  h o w  do  y o u  w a n t  m e to  go, K a try a ?  
I c a n 't  p u t  o n e  fo o t in  f ro n t  o f th e  o th e r ."

" I 'l l  h e lp  y o u  a lo n g , d e a r . Y o u 'd  b e t te r  
try , o r  th e y 'l l  m a k e  it  e v e n  w o rs e  fo r  y o u . 
N o w , le t 's  g e t  g o in g !"

I b a r e ly  m ad e  it to  th e  m a n o r. T he  y o u n g  
m is tr e s s  s to o d  a t  th e  d o o r , w a it in g  fo r  m e.

"L o llin g  a b o u t, a r e  y o u ?  W h y  a r e n 't  y o u  
b a c k  a t  w o rk ?  L azy  —  th a t 's  a l l  th a t 's  w ro n g  
w ith  y o u ! J u s t  w a it  —  I 'l l  th in k  o f so m e th in g  
fo r  y o u , s o m e th in g  y o u 'v e  n e v e r  se e n  o r  
h e a rd  a b o u t!"

M y  G od, i t  w a s  te r r ib le ,  th e  w a y  sh e  w as  
sc re a m in g !  S he e v e n  lo s t  h e r  b r e a th  y e ll in g  
a t m e, p u s h in g  m e a n d  p u ll in g  m y  s le e v e . 
M y  g o o d n e ss !  S he  lo o k e d  l ik e  so m e  w ild  
b e a s t, th a t  p r e t ty  l i t t l e  fa ce  o f h e r s  tw is te d  
w ith  rag e !
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H e a r in g  a ll  th e  h u lla b a lo o , th e  o ld  m is tr e s s  
a lso  tu r n e d  u p  to  g iv e  m e m o re  o f th e  sam e . 
She e v e n  m e n tio n e d  g iv in g  m e a  b e a tin g , to o . 
W h ic h  w a s  s o m e th in g  sh e  h a d  n e v e r  d o n e  
to  us, th a n k  G od, u n t i l  th e  y o u n g  o n e  cam e  
b ack . I t  w a s  th e n  th a t  w e  s ta r t e d  g e t t in g  it 
e v e ry  d a y  —  a n d  c ry in g  e v e r y  d a y , to o . 
W h e n e v e r  s o m e b o d y  sm ile d  —  w h ic h  w a s n 't  
o f te n  —  th e  y o u n g  o n e  r a n  r ig h t  to  h e r  
g ra n d m o th e r :  "G ra n n y , th e y  sh o w  no  re s p e c t  
fo r  m e!"  W h e n e v e r  s o m e b o d y  c r ie d , s h e 'd  
a lso  c o m p la in : "T h e y  ju s t  d o n 't  w a n t to  d o  
an y  w o rk , G ra n n y , a n d  th a t 's  a l l  th e y 'r e  
r e a l ly  c ry in g  a b o u t!"  A  re a l  t r o u b le m a k e r  
sh e  w as , b r in g in g  m o re  a n d  m o re  t r o u b le  o n  
a ll o f u s  th a t  w a y . A n d  th e  o ld  o n e  g o t q u i te  
fu r io u s , p u n is h in g  u s —  l ik e  s h e 'd  s u d d e n ly  
re m e m b e re d  th e  d a y s  w h e n  sh e , to o , h a d  b e e n  
y o u n g .

X I

O u r o n ly  r e s p i te  w a s  w h e n  a ll  th o s e  g e n ­
t le m e n  cam e  to  v is i t  a n d  m a d e  th e  y o u n g  
m is tre s s  fo rg e t  a b o u t  u s  fo r  a  w h ile . T h e n  
sh e 'd  c o m e  o u t to  th e m  a n d  c h irp  o u t in  th a t  
b ird s ' la n g u a g e , a l l  n ic e  a n d  sw e e t —  w h y , y o u  
w o u ld n 't  re c o g n iz e  h e r!  A n d  it  w a s  r e a l ly

34



s o m e th in g  to  se e  a ll  th o s e  y o u n g  m en  s w a rm ­
ing  a ro u n d  h e r . O n e  w o u ld  e d g e  h im se lf  to  
h e r  s id e , a n o th e r  w o u ld  b e  g az in g  a t h e r  fro m  
a  c o rn e r ,  a  th i r d  w o u ld  b e  t r a i l in g  b e h in d  
a t h e r  h e e ls , a n d  so m e b o d y  e ls e  w o u ld  b e  
m a k in g  e y e s  a t  h e r  f ro m  th e  s id e . A n d  s h e 'd  
w r ig g le  a m o n g  th e m  a ll l ik e  a  p a r t r id g e .

" W h ic h  o f th e m  is it  g o in g  to  b e ? "  w e 'd  
w o n d e r .  "T h e  p o o r  fe llo w  h as  so m e  n a s ty  
s u r p r i s e  c o m in g .”

A t f i r s t ,  th e  o ld  m is tre s s  w a s  q u ite  h a p p y  
to  h a v e  a ll th o s e  g u e s ts  a ro u n d , b u t la te r , 
as th e y  b e g a n  q u a r r e l in g ,  sh e  m u s t 'v e  th o u g h t 
b e t t e r  o f it. S h e  n o w  p ro b a b ly  w ish e d  th e y 'd  
n e v e r  c o m e  a t  a ll, b u t  sh e  c o u ld n 't  tu rn  th em  
a w a y . So th e y 'd  p a c k  th e  h o u se , and  each  
o n e  w a s  t r y in g  to  g a in  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s 's  
f a v o r ,  b u t  th e y  c o u ld n 't  s ta n d  th e  s ig h t of 
o n e  a n o th e r ,  a n d  s o o n  s ta r t e d  s q u a b b lin g  
a n d  b ic k e r in g , to  th e  p o in t  th a t  th e  o ld  
m is t r e s s  b e g a n  c a ll in g  th e m  d o g s  —  b e h in d  
th e i r  b a c k s , o f c o u rs e . T h en , w h e n  fa ll w as  
o n  th e  w a y , s h e  fo u n d  h e r  m an  a t la s t, an d  
th e y  a ll  s c a t te r e d  aw a y , a sh a m e d  of th e m ­
s e lv e s .
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X II

T he re g im e n t s u rg e o n  g o t to  k n o w  th e  
y o u n g  m is tre s s  a n d  s ta r te d  c a ll in g  o n  h e r  
e v e ry  day . H e  w as  a r a th e r  r e g u la r  fe llo w , 
q u ie t an d  n ic e  to  e v e r y b o d y  —  w h y , h e  
d id n 't  e v e n  lo o k  l ik e  th e  o th e r  y o u n g  g e n t le ­
m en! H ow  d id  h e  co m e  to  m e e t h e r?  T h e  y o u n g  
lad ie s  w h o  cam e  to  v is i t  us h a d  lo n g  b e e n  
ta lk in g  a b o u t th e  r e g im e n t  s u rg e o n :  th e r e  w a s  
a fin e  fe llo w  in d e e d , th e y  sa id , a  ta l l  m an  
w ith  a h a n d so m e  face , a  f in e  m o u th , b la c k  
b ro w s  a n d  a ll  —  g o o d - lo o k in g  b e y o n d  b e ­
lief! O n ly  h e  w a s  s a id  to  b e  p r e t ty  p ro u d  —  
th a t ty p e  w h o  w o u ld n 't  lo o k  a t a n y  g ir l  
tw ice , n o r  ta lk  to  a n y , n o  m a t te r  h o w  y o u  
w e n t a b o u t h im .

H e a r in g  a ll  th a t , th e  y o u n g  m is tr e s s  o f te n  
s a id  to  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r :

" I  w ish  y o u 'd  in v i te  th a t  d o c to r ,  G ra n n y  —  
I 'd  l ik e  to  h a v e  a  lo o k  a t h im ."

"Y ou  s h o u ld n 't  b e l ie v e  e v e r y th in g  th o s e  
s i l ly  c h a t te rb o x e s  h a v e  b e e n  b la b b e r in g , m y  
d e a r ,"  th e  o ld  o n e  w o u ld  sa y . "A  re g im e n t  
s u rg e o n  —  b ig  d ea l!  H e 's  p o o r ,  p e n n ile s s !  W h y  
s h o u ld  y o u  th in k  of th e  l ik e s  o f h im ? "

" J u s t  le t m e se e  h im  o n ce , G ra n n y . I w o n d e r  
if  h e 's  h a lf  as g o o d  as  h e 's  m a d e  o u t to  b e ? "

"I w is h  y o u  w o u ld n 't .  W h a t  if h e  ju s t

36



ta g s  a lo n g ?  W e 'v e  g o t p le n ty  of th e m  h a n g in g  
a ro u n d  a s  it  is, b u t n o t o n e  h a s  p ro p o s e d  as 
y e t. A ll th e y  d o  is t r y  to  g e t in  o n e  a n ­
o th e r 's  w a y  a n d  k ic k  u p  ro w s , a p la g u e  on  
’th e m !"

T h e  o ld  la d y  d id  h e r  b e s t  to  ta lk  th e  g ir l  
o u t o f it. B ut h e r  d e a r  l i t t l e  g ra n d d a u g h te r  
w o u ld n 't  b u d g e  —  sh e  w as  b e n t o n  se e in g  
th a t  d o c to r , a n d  se e  h im  sh e  w o u ld ! So th e  
f i r s t  t im e  th e  o ff ic e rs  fro m  h is  re g im e n t 
tu r n e d  up  fo r  o u r  p a r ty ,  th e  o ld  m is tre s s  h ad  
to  a s k  th e m  to  te l l  th e  d o c to r  he  w as  in v i t ­
ed . T h e y  a g re e d  p ro m p tly . "O f c o u rse  w e 'l l  
b r in g  h im  a lo n g ,"  th e y  sa id .

"A n d  w h e n  a r e  y o u  c o m in g  b a c k ? "  th e  
y o u n g  m is tre s s  a sk e d , tw is t in g  am o n g  th em  
l ik e  a  fox , a n d  p e e r in g  in to  th e i r  ey e s . "W ill 
th a t  b e  so o n ? "

" If  y o u 'r e  e a g e r  to  se e  us, w e  c o u ld  m a k e  
i t  as so o n  as th e  d a y  a f te r  to m o r ro w ,"  th e  
o f f ic e rs  sa id , n e a r ly  ju m p in g  fo r  jo y . A nd  
a w a y  th e y  w e n t, h a p p y  foo ls!

X I I I

T h a t d a y , th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  r e a l ly  d re s s e d  
to  k ill!  A n d  th e  o ld  o n e  s c o w le d  a n d  g ru m b led : 
" W h a t  u se  d o  w e  h a v e  fo r  s o m e b o d y  w h o 's
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p o o r  as a  c h u rc h  m o u se ? "  But th e  g ir l  s e e m e d  
n o t to  h e a r  a ll  th a t  ta lk  a b o u t h im  b e in g  
p o o r, so  th e  o ld  o n e  to o k  it  a ll  o u t o n  us.

T h e  m il i ta ry  cam e  a ro u n d , b u t th e  d o c ­
to r  w a s n 't  w ith  th em . "H e  th a n k e d  y o u  ю г  
y o u r  k in d  in v i ta t io n ,"  th e y  sa id , "b u t h e  
d o e s n 't  h a v e  tim e  —  n o t e v e n  an  h o u r . H e  hns 
m an y  p a tie n ts , an d  h e 's  b e e n  b u sy  t i e a t in g  
th e m ."

"D o n 't p u sh  h im ,"  th e  o ld  o n e  sa id . "L et 
h im  t r e a t  th o s e  p a t ie n ts ,  G o d  h e lp  h im ."

T he  y o u n g  m is tre s s  o n ly  f lu s h e d  an d  b it  
h e r  lip .

W e ll, w e  s u r e ly  g o t it, a s  so o n  as th e  
g u e s ts  le ft. W e  to o k  th e  b la m e  fo r  e v e r y ­
th in g !

T h a t sam e  w e e k , th e  y o u n g  m is tr e s s  fe ll 
ill — m o a n in g , g ro a n in g , s c re a m in g  a n d  a ll. 
T he  o ld  o n e  g o t s c a re d  a n d  c r ie d , a n d  sa id  
to  fe tc h  a  d o c to r .  T h e  r e g im e n t  s u rg e o n  w as  
p r e t ty  g o o d , th e y  sa id , a n d  h e  w a s  a ls o  th e  
n e a re s t  o n e  a ro u n d , so  h e  w as  s e n t  fo r. 
M e a n w h ile , th e  g i r l  d r e s s e d  in  h e r  f in e s t  an d  
la y  in  b ed , w a it in g  fo r  h im , as p r e t t y  as a 
p ic tu re .

H e cam e, lo o k e d  h e r  o v e r  a n d  a s k e d  so m e  
q u e s tio n s . A n d  s h e  w a s  s o m e th in g  to  se e  —  
a rc h in g  h e r  n e c k  c o y ly , a n d  ta lk in g  s o f t  a n d  
s w e e t, l ik e  sh e  w as  s in g in g . H e  s ta y e d  fo r
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a b o u t  a n  h o u r .  " I 'l l  c a ll  o n  y o u  to m o r ro w ,"  
h e  s a id  a s  h e  le f t .

T h e  o ld  o n e  a s k e d  so m e th in g , b u t sh e  w as  
lo s t  in  th o u g h t ,  a n d  ju s t  n o d d e d . " W h a t a b o u t 
th a t  d o c to r?  W h a t  d o e s  h e  seem  lik e ? "  th e  
g r a n d m o th e r  a s k e d  a g a in . T h e  g ir l  s ta r te d . 
"O h, h e 's  p ro u d ,"  sh e  sa id . "A s p ro u d  as a 
g ra n d  d u k e . J u s t  w h o  d o e s  h e  th in k  h e  is?"

So th e  p o o r  f e llo w  k e p t  c o m in g  to  t r e a t  h e r  
u n t i l  h e  fe ll  in  lo v e  w ith  h e r . She, to o , fe ll 
fo r  h im . A ll th o s e  y o u n g  g e n tle m e n  im m e d i­
a te ly  c a u g h t o n  a n d  m a d e  th e m s e lv e s  sc a rc e .

T h e  o ld  m is t r e s s  w as  so  d e s p e ra te  sh e  
n e a r ly  k n o c k e d  h e r  h e a d  a g a in s t  th e  w a ll, 
b u t  th e r e  w as  n o th in g  m u c h  sh e  c o u ld  do  
a b o u t  it. " J u s t  t r y  g e t t in g  in to  o u r  w ay , 
G ra n n y , a n d  I 'l l  k il l  m y se lf !"  th e  y o u n g  o n e  
to ld  h e r . "A n d  s to p  th a t  ta lk !  D o n 't  t r y  to  
m a k e  m e c h a n g e  m y  m in d  —  h a v e  p i ty !"  So 
th e  g ra n d m o th e r  s to p p e d  tr y in g  an d  ju s t  
g ro a n e d .

X IV

T h e  y a rd  w a s  e m p ty  a n d  q u ie t; no  m o re  
h o r s e s  s ta m p in g  th e i r  h o o v e s , no  m o re  
c a r r ia g e s  ro l l in g  in  a n d  o u t a ll  th e  tim e . T he  
y o u n g  m is tr e s s  a lso  g o t q u ie te r .  S he  d id n 't
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sc o ld  o r  b e a t  us, o r  e v e n  c o m p la in  a b o u t  us 
a n y  m o re . A ll sh e  d id  n o w  w as  s i t  a n d  th in k .

A lm o st as so o n  as th e  su n  w e n t u p  in  th e  
sk y , th e  d o c to r  w o u ld  b e  th e re , d r iv in g  h is  
tw o  h o rse s . S h e 'd  b e  w a tc h in g  fo r  h im  a t  th e  
w in d o w , d re s s e d  up, p r e t ty  a n d  f lu sh in g  as 
re d  as a ro se . H e 'd  ru n  in s id e , a n d  if o n e  
of us ch an ced  to  be  th e re , h e 'd  say , " M o rn in g , 
g irl! H o w 's  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s ? "

O ften  h e  s ta y e d  th e  w h o le  d a y . H e 'd  ju s t  
s i t  n e x t to  h e r , n e v e r  m o v in g  m o re  th a n  a 
fo o t fro m  h e r  s id e . T h e  o ld  m is tr e s s  w o u ld  
peep  a t th em , f i r s t  o u t o f o n e  d o o r  a n d  th e n  
o u t of a n o th e r , an d  l is te n , t r y in g  to  c a tc h  
th e i r  w o rd s . S he  w as  t e r r i b ly  a n n o y e d  to  see  
th em  to g e th e r ,  b u t  th e r e  w as  no  w a y  sh e  
c o u ld  b re a k  th e m  u p  —  sh e  w a s  th a t  m u ch  
a f ra id  of h e r  b e lo v e d  g r a n d d a u g h te r .

T h en  th e  d o c to r  p ro p o s e d . T h e  o ld  m is tre s s  
w e p t an d  g r ie v e d  m ig h tily :

"D id  I h o p e  to  m a r r y  y o u  to  a  p r in c e , a 
w e a lth y  m an , a  g r e a t  n o b le !"

"O h, m y  G o d !"  th e  y o u n g  o n e  sh o u te d , 
c ry in g . " If  h e  w e re  r ic h  a n d  a  g re a t  n o b le , 
I w o u ld n 't  h a v e  w a ite d  a  m in u te . I 'd  h a v e  
m a r r ie d  h im  lo n g  ag o . B ut w h a t c a n  I d o  if 
I 'm  so  u n lu c k y ?  T h a t 's  m y  c ru e l  f a te ! ”

" Is  th e r e  n o n e  b e t te r ? "  th e  o ld  o n e  s p o k e
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a g a in , n o t  r e a l ly  in s is t in g , b u t m a k in g  it 
so u n d  l ik e  sh e  w as  s im p ly  a s k in g  a  q u e s tio n .

"T o m e, th e r e 's  n o b o d y  b u t h im  in  th e  
w h o le  w o r ld  —  a n d  th e r e  w o n 't  e v e r  b e  a n y  
b e t te r ! "

T h e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  b e c a m e  so  m o o d y  sh e  
e v e n  lo s t  c o lo r  a n d  g o t th in n e r .  T he  o ld  o n e  
w a s  c o m p le te ly  a t a  lo ss , n o t s u re  w ith  w h ich  
fo o t to  a p p ro a c h  h e r  g r a n d d a u g h te r .  If sh e  
so  m u c h  as d ro p p e d  a  h in t  th a t  th e y  d id n 't  
r e a l ly  h a v e  to  go  a h e a d  w ith  th a t  m a rr ia g e , 
th e  y o u n g  o n e  w o u ld  f ly  in to  a  r a g e  and  
b u r s t  in to  te a r s .  B ut w h e n  th e  o ld  m is tre s s  
w a n te d  to  c o m fo r t  h e r  a n d  s ta r te d  s a y in g  
th in g s  lik e , " W a it  u n ti l  y o u  g e t m a r r ie d ,"  
th a t  o n ly  m a d e  th e  g ir l  c u r s e  h e r  fa te .

"T h e  L o rd  h a s  b ro u g h t  th is  m is fo r tu n e  
d o w n  o n  m e ,"  sh e  sa id . "B ut a ll I k n o w  is 
I c a n 't  h e lp  i t ."

H e r s w e e th e a r t  n o t ic e d  it  a ll a n d  b e g a n  
w o r ry in g .

" W h a t 's  th e  m a tte r?  W h y  a re  y o u  so  sad ?"  
h e 'd  a sk .

"W e ll , I 'm  n o t, r e a l ly . . ."
"T e ll m e  th e  t ru th ,  p le a s e ,"  h e  p le a d e d , 

k is s in g  h e r  h an d .
"So w e 'r e  g e t t in g  m a r r ie d ,"  sh e  sa id . 

"B ut h o w  sh a ll  w e  liv e ?  In  m is e ry ? "

41



"So th a t 's  r e a l ly  w h a t y o u 'r e  w o r r ie d  
a b o u t, d a r l in g ?  B ut d o  w e  n e e d  to  b e  w e a lth y  
fo r  o u r  l iv e s  to  b e  sw e e t a n d  h a p p y ? "

"W h ic h  m ean s  y o u  d o n 't  th in k  o f m e  a t a l l ,"  
sh e  r e to r te d .  "H o w  w ill  y o u  l ik e  i t  if s o m e ­
b o d y  co m es to  v is i t  u s  a n d  th e n  s t a r t s  g o in g  
a ro u n d , sa y in g , 'W e ll , th o s e  tw o  a r e  c o u n tin g  
each  p e n n y '? "  S he c r ie d .

"W e ll, d e a r , w h a t d o  y o u  e x p e c t m e  to  d o  
a b o u t m y  b e in g  w h a t I am  —  w h ic h  is  p o o r?  
H ow  can  I h e lp  it?  I 'v e  n e v e r  r e a l ly  c a re d  
a b o u t b e in g  ric h , th o u g h  n o w  I w is h  I 
p o s s e s s e d  a ll  th e  r ic h e s  in  th e  w o r ld  fo r  y o u  
to  e n jo y . But w h a t c a n  I do?  I c o u ld  p r o ­
m ise  y o u  th e  m o o n , b u t y o u  k n o w  I 'l l  n e v e r  
g e t it!"

A n d  th e  tw o  w o u ld  c o m p la in  to  e a c h  o th e r  
o n  a n d  on.

XV

S he d id  lo v e  h im  in  h e r  o w n  w ay , b u t it 
w as  a  b i t  s t r a n g e  —  n o t e x a c t ly  th e  w a y  p e o ­
p le  u s u a l ly  lo v e . T h e re  w e re  a ll  th o s e  y o u n g  
la d ie s , h e r  n e ig h b o rs ,  c o m in g  to  se e  h e r  
e v e r y  n o w  a n d  th e n  a n d  a s k in g  a ll  s o r t s  o f 
q u e s tio n s :

" Is  it  t r u e  th a t  th is  h ig h  h a t  h a s  fa lle n
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in  lo v e  w i th  y o u ?  H as  h e  p ro p o se d ?  Is  he 
je a lo u s?  W h a t  g if ts  h a s  h e  b e e n  g iv in g  yo u ?  
D o y o u  do  e v e r y th in g  h e  s a y s  o r  is it th e  
o th e r  w a y  a ro u n d ? "

" J u d g e  fo r  y o u r s e lv e s ,"  s h e 'd  r e p ly  w ith  
a  s ly  sm ile . A n d  th e n  s h e 'd  s ta r t  g iv in g  
th e m  e x a m p le s .

"L o o k ,"  sh e  to ld  h im  o n ce . "G o in to  to w n  
a n d  b u y  m e th is  a n d  th a t  a n d  m a k e  it  q u ic k .
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Y o u 'd  b e t te r  h u r r y  if y o u  d o n 't  w a n t m e  to  
b e  a n g ry !"  So h e  w e n t r ig h t  o ff a n d  b r o u g h t  
e v e ry th in g  s h e 'd  lis te d .

"M y  G od, w h a t 'v e  y o u  b o u g h t  a ll  th is  fo r?  
I d o n 't  w a n t a n y  of it! G o a n d  e x c h a n g e  th e m , 
b e c a u se  I d o n 't  h a v e  a n y  u se  fo r  su ch  th in g s . 
W h e re  d id  y o u  d ig  th e m  up , a n y w a y ? "  So he  
h a d  to  g o  b a c k  a n d  h a v e  i t  e x c h a n g e d .

O r e lse , h e  w a s  a b o u t  to  d r in k  so m e  w a te r .
"D o n 't, d o n 't  d r in k  th a t  w a te r ! "
" W h y ? "
"I d o n 't  w a n t  y o u  to  —  th a t 's  w h y !"
"B ut I 'm  th i r s ty ."
"B ut I d o n 't  w a n t  y o u  to  —  c a n 't  y o u  h e a r?  

I d o n 't  w a n t!"
S h e 'd  th e n  g la n c e  a t  h im  o r  sm ile  in  so m e  

w a y  th a t  m a d e  h im  o b ey . B ut w h e n  sh e  w as  
a n n o y e d , s h e 'd  tu r n  h e r  b a c k  o n  h im  a n d  
re fu s e  to  s p e a k  to  h im . T h e n  h e 'd  a p o lo g iz e  
a n d  p le a d , a n d  s h e 'd  n e a r ly  b r in g  h im  to  
te a r s  th a t  w a y .

T h o se  g ir ls  w h o  cam e  to  v is i t  w e re  
w o n d e r in g :

"W e ll, I n e v e r!  W h o 'd  th in k  h e  w as  c a p a b le  
o f su c h  a love! J u s t  h o w  d id  y o u  d o  it?  W h a t 
p r a y e r s  d id  y o u  s a y ? "  B ut o u r  y o u n g  m is tre s s  
o n ly  sm ile d . W h e n  a s k e d  a b o u t h is  g if ts , 
sh e  ju s t  s p re a d  o u t b e fo re  th e m  a ll th e  v e lv e t  
a n d  s a t in  d re s s e s  h e r  g r a n d m o th e r  h a d  g iv e n
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h e r :  "L o o k  w h a t h e 's  b o u g h t  m e!"  s h e 'd  b o a s t. 
W e ll , i s n 't  it fu n n y , th e  w a y  th e  g e n tr y  love?

F o r h is  p a r t ,  h e  p la in ly  c o u ld n 't  s ta n d  th e  
s ig h t  o f a l l  th o s e  r e s p e c ta b le  n e ig h b o rs ,  an d  
c o u ld  b a r e ly  w a it  u n t i l  th e y  w e re  gone .

M e a n w h ile , th e  o ld  m is tre s s  h a d  b e e n  a s k ­
in g  a ro u n d  a b o u t  h o w  h e  w a s  g e t t in g  a lo n g , 
a n d  s h e 'd  s o m e h o w  fo u n d  o u t th a t  h e  h ad  
a  h a m le t.

"L et m e  te l l  y o u  s o m e th in g , d ea r!  H e  o w n s  a 
h a m le t!"

"O h , d o e s  h e ? "  th e  g ir l  s h o u te d , s ta r t in g  
u p . " W h e re ?  H o w  d o  y o u  k n o w ? "

" I t 's  n o t to o  fa r  f ro m  to w n . T h e y  s a y  h e  
h a d  an  a u n t  w h o  d ie d  n o t  lo n g  a g o  a n d  le ft



i t  to  h im  in  h e r  w ill. S he  n e v e r  h a d  c h i ld re n  
o f h e r  o w n , a n d  i t  w a s  s h e  w h o  b r o u g h t  
h im  u p ."

"G o o d  L ord! W h y  d id n 't  h e  te l l  m e? I t 
m u s t b e  s o m e th in g  p r e t ty  sm a ll  —  n o th in g  
sp e c ia l. B ut s t i l l ,  i t ’s a  h a m le t!  W h y , i t 's  an  
e s ta te ! ”

W h e n  h e  cam e , sh e  g a v e  h im  a  w a rm  
w e lc o m e  a n d  w a s  r e a l ly  n ic e  to  h im , w h ic h  
p le a se d  h im  im m e n se ly . H e  d id n 't  k n o w , of 
c o u rs e , th a t  it  w a s n 't  h im  th a t  w as  w e lc o m e  —  
it w as  th a t  h a m le t!

X V I

T h e y  w e re  e n g a g e d  a t C h r is tm a s . G u e s ts  
tu rn e d  u p  in  h u g e  n u m b e rs . T h e  y o u n g  
m is tre s s  w a s  c h e e r fu l  a n d  ta lk a t iv e ,  a n d  h e r  
e y e s  sh o n e  as s h e  w a lk e d  a ro u n d  o n  h is  a rm . 
H e  d id n 't  ta k e  h is  e y e s  o ff  h e r , so  h e  e v e n  
s tu m b le d  as h e  w a lk e d . T h e  p a r ty  d id n 't  
b r e a k  u p  u n ti l  d a y l ig h t .

But as s o o n  as h e r  f ia n c e  a n d  g u e s ts  h a d  
le f t, sh e  s u d d e n ly  b r o k e  in to  te a r s ,  c o m p la in ­
in g  a b o u t  h e r  m is fo r tu n e :

"O h  w h a t h a v e  I d o n e?  W h y  s h o u ld  I? N o w  
m y  life 's  g o in g  to  b e  r e a l ly  m is e ra b le .  I w ish  
I 'd  n e v e r  s e e n  th e  l ig h t  o f d ay ! I 'm  so  u n ­
h ap p y ! P o o r  o r p h a n  th a t  I am !"
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H e r g ra n d m o th e r  p r o b a b ly  w is h e d  it h a d  
n e v e r  c o m e  to  th a t  e n g a g e m e n t, a n d  sh e  b e g a n  
to  s o o th e  h e r : “D o n 't  y o u  c ry , m y  d ea r!  T h a t 's  
e n o u g h , s to p  it! "

“O h , w h y  d id n 't  th e  L o rd  m a k e  h im  w e ll-  
o ff? "  th e  g ir l  w a ile d , ru n n in g  a ll  a b o u t th e  
ro o m , sh e d d in g  te a r s  a n d  w r in g in g  h e r  h an d s .

“M y  ch ild ! M y  d e a r!  D o n 't  c ry ! Y ou  a r e n 't  
g o in g  to  b e  th e  r ic h e s t ,  b u t y o u  w o n 't  b e  
p o o r  e i th e r .  B ecau se  a ll  I 'v e  g o t is y o u rs  
to o ."

T h a t w as  w h e n  th e  y o u n g  o n e  d a r te d  to  
th e  g r a n d m o th e r  a n d  h u g g e d  a n d  k is s e d  h e r .

“O h , G ra n n y ! I 'm  r e a l ly  so  g ra te fu l  — 
h e a r t  a n d  so u l!  Y o u 'v e  m a d e  th e  w o r ld  lo o k  
b r ig h te r  to  m e, y o u 'v e  m a d e  m e  fe e l l ik e  
I 'v e  b e e n  b o rn  a g a in !"

“E n o u g h , le t  m e  go  n ow , o r I 'l l  s ta r t  
w e e p in g  m y se lf . W e ll , I n e v e r ! "  s a id  th e  
g r a n d m o th e r ,  la u g h in g  a n d  c ry in g  a t th e  sa m e  
tim e .

“G ra n n y , d ea r!  W il l  y o u  b e  liv in g  w ith  u s?"
“I s u r e ly  w is h  I c o u ld , b u t I d o n 't  th in k  

i t  w o u ld  b e  th e  r ig h t  th in g  to  do . I 'd  r a th e r  
s ta y  h e r e  in  D u b ts i  to  k e e p  th e  p la c e  g o in g . 
Y o u  g o  a n d  ta k e  c h a rg e  o f th e  h a m le t. H ow  
e lse ?  W e  le a v e  th is  p la c e  o r  th e  o th e r  —  a n d  
w ith o u t  us a ro u n d  i t 'l l  go  to  w re c k  a n d  ru in . 
W e  w o u ld n 't  b e  q u i te  h a p p y  a b o u t it, a n y w a y .
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T h e  m a s te r 's  fo o ts te p s  f a t te n  th e  so il, as 
th e  s a y in g  g o e s ."

"G ood, G ra n n y , f in e . Let i t  b e  so  th e n . 
A h, G ran n y , I do  fe e l l ik e  I 'v e  b e e n  b o rn  
a g a in ."

"S tay  jo y fu l th e n  a n d  d o n 't  c ry ."
"I w o n 't ,  G ra n n y  —  n e v e r ! "
H e r f ia n c e  h a d  b a r e ly  s te p p e d  o v e r  th e  

th re s h o ld  w h e n  s h e  s p ra n g  to  h im :
" G ra n n y 's  g o in g  to  le t  u s  h a v e  D u b ts i!"
H e  lo o k e d  c a lm  e n o u g h  as h e  to ld  h e r , 

g e n tly :
"I se e  y o u 'r e  g la d  a n d  so  am  I. I m y se lf  

h a v e  ta k e n  a  f a n c y  to  th is  v i l la g e . H e re  w e  
m e t a n d  fe ll  in  lo v e . D o y o u  re m e m b e r  h o w  
g re e n  a n d  b lo s s o m in g  th e  o rc h a rd  w as  as w e  
w e re  w a lk in g  in  it, ta lk in g  to  e a c h  o th e r? "

A n d  sh e  sa id :
"G reen  o rc h a rd , d e a r  m e! B e tte r  th in k  of 

h o w  p r o f i ta b le  D u b ts i is ."
H e re  th e  y o u n g  fe llo w  s h u d d e re d  a n d  ju s t  

s ta r e d  a t h e r  as th o u g h  s o m e th in g  h a d  s u d d e n ­
ly  s t ru c k  a n d  f r ig h te n e d  h im , as if h e 'd  b e e n  
s ta b b e d  in  th e  b a c k .

" Is  so m e th in g  th e  m a tte r ? "  s h e  a sk e d . 
" W h y  a r e  y o u  s ta r in g  a t  m e  l ik e  th a t?  D id  
I s a y  s o m e th in g  m ean ?  D o n 't  y o u  w a n t  u s  to  
m a n a g e  o u r  p r o p e r ty  in  a  d e c e n t w a y ? "  S he
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to o k  h is  h a n d  a n d  sm ile d  s w e e tly  to  h im . H e 
a lso  sm ile d .

"O h, y o u ,"  h e  sa id . "M y  d e a r  l i t t le  la n d ­
la d y !"

X V II

T h e  y o u n g  m is tr e s s  b e c a m e  m o re  c h e e r fu l  
a n d  s e t a b o u t h e r  d o w ry , o rd e r in g  us a ro u n d , 
g e t t in g  e v e ry th in g  r e a d y  a n d  d o in g  a  lo t 
h e rs e lf , to o . P le n ty  o f s h o e m a k e rs , ta i lo rs , 
s e a m s tre s s e s ,  p e d d le r s  a n d  v e n d o r s  w e re  
b ro u g h t  in  f ro m  to w n . S he w as  b u s t l in g  ab o u t 
th e  h o u se , ru n n in g  h e r  f ia n c e  o ff h is  legs, 
b u y in g , c u tt in g , p a c k in g  —  it w as  a ll b r e a k ­
n e c k  sp e e d . W e  s e r fs  h a d  it to u g h e s t  of 
a ll  —  w h ic h  w as  o u r  lo t a n y w a y . F o r w h e th e r  
th e  m a s te r s  m o u rn e d  o r  c e le b ra te d , a ll w e  
k n e w  fo r  s u re  w as : th e  m a s te r 's  w e d d in g  is 
th e  c h ic k e n 's  d e a th .

W e  h ad  so  m a n y  g u e s ts  fo r  th e  w e d d in g  
th a t  th e  h o u s e  w as  b u zz in g  l ik e  a b e e h iv e . 
A ll th o s e  y o u n g  la d ie s  g a z e d  a t th e  t r o u s ­
se a u  w id e -e y e d : "O h, is n 't  it lo v e ly !  A n d  
th is  is n ice , to o ! L ook  a t th is !  N o w , th a t  o n e  
m u s t b e  r e a l ly  e x p e n s iv e !"  E v e ry  n o w  en d  
th e n , o n e  of th e m  w o u ld  s u d d e n ly  c lo se  h e r  
e y e s , a s  th o u g h  h e r  h e a r t  h a d  m isse d  a b e a t a t
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th e  s ig h t  o f a  k e rc h ie f  o r  so m e  d re s s . T h ey  
w e re  a t t r a c te d  b y  a ll  th a t  s tu ff  l ik e  f lie s  
a re  to  h o n e y . W e r e  w e  g la d  to  g e t r id  
o f th e m  a t last!

X V II I

W h a t  w ith  a ll  th a t  c ro w d , fu ss  a n d  ru sh in g  
a b o u t, I c o u ld n 't  s p a re  a  m in u te  to  say  g o o d ­
b y e  to  th e  g ir ls .  So I r a n  to  th e m  o n ly  w h en , 
th e  h o rs e s  w e re  a l r e a d y  s ta n d in g  in  h a rn e s s , 
r e a d y  a n d  w a itin g . I c o u ld n 't  f in d  m y  v o ic e ' 
a n d  ju s t  h u g g e d  th e m  a ll, o ld  a n d  y o u n g  
a lik e .

T h e  b r id e g ro o m  cam e  fo r  h e r  in  a  c a r r ia g e  
d ra w n  b y  fo u r  s le e k  b la c k  h o rs e s . T h e  
c o a c h m a n  w a s  a  b ro a d - s h o u ld e re d  m u s ta c h e d  
fe llo w  w e a r in g  a  ta l l  h a t. H e, to o , w as  a  
s e rf , b u t h e 'd  b e e n  s c h o o le d  a f te r  th e  
m a s te r s ' fa sh io n . T h e  g e n t r y  w e re  m a k in g  
a ll  k in d s  o f n o is e  s a y in g  g o o d b y e  to  o n e  
a n o th e r  a n d  c ry in g , a n d  th a t  c o a c h m a n  ju s t  
s a t  th e r e  s to c k -s t i l l ,  lo o k in g  n e i th e r  le f t  n o r  
r ig h t .

T h e  m a s te r s  g o t on. I w a s  s e a te d  a t th e  
b a c k , o n  a  s e a t  p e rc h e d  h ig h  a b o v e  th e  g ro u n d .

"G o, N aza r , a n d  m a y  G od  h e lp  u s!"  m y  n ew  
m a s te r  s h o u te d  m e r r i ly .
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I t  w as  a  q u ie t , c le a r  m o rn in g  w h e n  w e  le f t 
th e  v il la g e . T h e re  w as  a lso  a  t in g l in g  f ro s t . 
F ro s t  h a d  p o w d e re d  th e  w illo w s  a n d  th e i r  
b ra n c h e s  w e re  w h i te  a n d  g l is te n in g  in  th e  
su n . T he  g ir ls  fe ll  o u t o n to  th e  s t r e e t ,  b o w in g  
g o o d b y e  to  m e. T h e  h o r s e s  g a l lo p e d  q u ic k ly  
a n d  e v e ry th in g  s e e m e d  to  f la sh  p a s t  m y  e y es . 
T h e n  w e  le f t th e  v i l la g e  b e h in d  us, a n d  th e r e  
w as  ju s t  th e  ro a d  —  th e  lo n g  e m p ty  ro a d  a ll  
th e  w a y  a h e a d .

X IX

B efo re  lo n g , w e  d r o v e  in to  to w n , a n d  in  
a w a y  it w a s  l ik e  s te p p in g  in s id e  a n  a n th il l .  
T he  w h o le  p la c e  w a s  te e m in g  w ith  p e o p le  — 
w a lk in g , r id in g , s e ll in g , b u y in g ... T h e re  w e re  
s e rfs , g e n try , s o ld ie r s ,  p e d d le rs .. .  A lso , 
w h e re v e r  I lo o k e d  I sa w  J e w s  in  th e i r  lo n g  
f ro c k  co a ts , c ra w lin g  l ik e  c o c k c h a fe rs  a ll  
o v e r  th e  p lace .

T h e  m a s te r  to ld  th e  c o a c h m a n  to  p u ll up  
a t  th e  in n  a n d  le d  h is  y o u n g  w ife  in s id e . H e  
g a v e  th e  c o a c h m a n  a  few  co in s , te l l in g  h im  
to  f in d  h im se lf  so m e  lu n ch . B ut h e  d id n 't  ev e n  
lo o k  m y  w ay . So I ju s t  s a t  th e re ,  lo o k in g  a ll 
ro u n d . I t  w as  a ll  so  s t r a n g e  a n d  n e w  to  m e! 
T h en  I h e a rd  s o m e b o d y  c a llin g , "H e y  y o u , 
th e  p r e t t y  o n e !"  I t  e v e n  m a d e  m e  s ta r t .  T h a t

52



w as th e  c o a c h m a n  c a ll in g  m e. I h a d  a  g o o d  
lo o k  a t h im  a n d  sa w  h e  w as  l ik e  a c ro w , 
b e c a u s e  h is  h a i r  w a s  so  b la c k . H e  g rin n e d , 
s h o w in g  h is  c o u n tle s s  m ilk -w h ite  te e th .

"Y o u  w a n t  s o m e b o d y ? "  I a sk e d .
"G u ess  w ho! W h a t 's  y o u r  nam e?  U stin a , 

i s n 't  it?  I 'm  N a z a r . L e t's  go  a n d  h a v e  a b it  
o f lu n c h ."

I 'd  g o t te n  t e r r ib ly  co ld , so  I w o n d e re d  if 
I sh o u ld  c o m e  w ith  h im . B ut s h o u ld  I? W h a t 
if th e  m is t r e s s  r a is e d  h e ll?

"T h a n k  y o u ,"  I to ld  h im . " I 'm  n o t h u n ­
g ry ."

T h e  c o a c h m a n  s m ile d . "A s y o u  lik e , 
s w e e tie ,"  h e  sa id  a n d  w e n t.

X X

I h a d  to  w a it  a  g o o d  w h ile  u n ti l  th e y  cam e 
o u t. T h e  m a s te r 's  e y e s  th e n  fe ll  o n  m e.

" W h a t  a re  y o u  s i t t in g  l ik e  th a t  fo r, U s t i­
n a ? "  h e  a sk e d . "H a v e  y o u  h a d  a n y th in g  to  
e a t? "  H e tu rn e d  to  th e  b e a rd e d  o w n e r  w h o  
h a d  a lso  c o m e  o u t a n d  w a s  s ta n d in g  o n  th e  
s te p s , j in g l in g  th e  c o in s  as h e  c o u n te d  th em  in  
h is  p a lm . "H e y !"  h e  c a lle d  o u t to  h im . "G ive  
th is  g i r l  so m e th in g  to  e a t, w ill  y o u !"  T he  m an  
p o c k e te d  th e  m o n e y  a n d  r a n  b a c k  in s id e .
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''W h a t?  W h a t? "  th e  m is tre s s  g a s p e d  in  
h o r ro r .  " A re  w e  g o in g  to  w a it  fo r  h e r? "

" W h y  n o t, d a r l in g ? "  h e  sa id . " I s n 't  sh e  
h u n g ry  a n d  p r e t ty  co ld , to o ? "

"So w h a t?  T h e y  a r e  u se d  to  it. W e 'r e  la te , 
an d  I ’m  a f ra id  to  t r a v e l  in  th e  d a r k ."

"R un, U s tin a  a n d  m a k e  it  q u ic k ,"  th e  
m a s te r  to ld  m e. " J u s t  h u r r y  up , so  w e  d o n 't  
h a v e  to  w a it fo r  y o u ."

T he  m is tre s s  tu rn e d  re d  to  th e  ro o ts  of h e r  
h a ir .

"T im e to  g o !"
"B ut s h e 's  h u n g ry , d a r l in g . L o o k  h o w  c o ld  

sh e  is ."
"I am  co ld , I, I!"  s h e  w h in e d , s t r e s s in g  

th a t  " I" . "G et o n !"  sh e  s n a p p e d  a t m e  an d  
ju m p e d  o n to  th e  c a r r ia g e . T h e  m a s te r  lo o k e d  
b e w ild e re d ; h e  s to o d  th e r e  n o t k n o w in g  w h a t 
to  do  o r  say .

"W e ll? "  sh e  sa id . " A re  y o u  c o m in g ? "
T h e  p o o r  fe llo w  c lim b e d  up  a n d  sa t n e x t 

to  h e r .
"N o w  w h a t a b o u t  th a t  lu n c h  fo r  th e  g ir l? "  — 

th is  f ro m  th e  b e a rd e d  in n k e e p e r .
M y  m a s te r  a n d  m is tre s s  k e p t  o n  ta lk in g  

fo r  q u i te  a  b it  a f te r  th a t . T h e n  th e y  s to p p e d  
a n d  s ta y e d  s i le n t  e v e n  lo n g e r .
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X X I

I t  w a s  a l r e a d y  d u s k  w h e n  w e  re a c h e d  th e  
h a m le t. H e re  a n d  th e re , l ig h t c o u ld  b e  se e n  in  
th e  w in d o w s . W e  d r o v e  a lo n g  th e  s t r e e t  a n d  
s to p p e d  in  f r o n t  o f th e  m a s te r 's  h o u se . O u t on  
th e  p o rc h  s to o d  so m e  fo lk s  w ith  l ig h te d  
c a n d le s  a n d  h o ly  b re a d , b o w in g  a n d  g re e t in g  
th e  y o u n g  c o u p le .

"T h an k  y o u !"  s a id  th e  m a s te r , a c c e p tin g  
th e  b re a d . " I 'v e  b ro u g h t  y o u  y o u r  m is tre s s .  
D o y o u  l ik e  h e r? "  H e  la u g h e d  h a p p ily  —  w h o  
w o u ld n 't  l ik e  su c h  a  b e a u ty ?  B u t th e  m is t r e s s 's  
e y e s  g l i t te r e d  w ith  ra g e ; sh e  f la sh e d  a n  a n g r y  
g la n c e  a t h im , a n d  th e r e  w as  a  te r r ib le  
e x p re s s io n  o n  h e r  face . T h e  m a s te r 's  s e r f s  
a d v a n c e d  to w a rd s  h e r  to  g re e t  h e r  a f te r  
th e i r  o w n  fa sh io n , b u t  sh e  ju s t  sn a tc h e d  a 
c a n d le  f ro m  s o m e b o d y 's  h a n d s  a n d  s p ra n g  
in s id e . T h e  s e r f s  d re w  a w a y  f ro m  th a t  d o o r  
a n d  d id n 't  e v e n  g e t a  c h a n c e  to  s a y  s o m e ­
th in g  to  th e  m a s te r . H e  h u n g  h is  h e a d  lo w  
a n d  w e n t  s t r a ig h t  in , lo o k in g  sa d  a n d  u n c o m ­
fo r ta b le .

I w e n t  in  a f te r  th e m  a n d  lo o k e d  ro u n d  
th e  h o u se . T h e  ro o m s  w e re  r a th e r  sm a ll, b u t 
c le a n  a n d  n ice . T h e  ta b le s  a n d  th e  c h a ir s  
w e re  a ll  n e w  a n d  sh in in g . T h en  I h e a rd  th e  
m a s te r  a n d  th e  m is t r e s s  ta lk in g . I p a u s e d  to

58



l is te n  —  s h e  w as so b b in g  an d  h e  d o in g  e v e r y ­
th in g  to  t r y  a n d  g e t  h e r  to  s to p :

"D o n 't  c ry , m y  lo v e , m y  d ea r!  If o n ly  
I 'd  k n o w n  y o u 'd  o b je c t , I w o u ld n 't  h a v e  sa id  
th a t  —  n e v e r ! "

"Y o u  m u s t h a v e  b e e n  e n c o u ra g in g  y o u r  
s e r f s  to  b e  fa m il ia r  w ith  y o u ! O h, h o w  n ice  
in d e e d  —  th e m  s ta r in g  a t m e, g r in n in g  a t 
m e, a lm o s t ru s h in g  to  h u g  m e! W h a t  a  sham e! 
H o w  d a re  th e y !"  S he s c re a m e d  th a t  la s t b it.
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"L ook , d a r l in g !  T h e y  a r e  g o o d  s im p le  
p e o p le ..."

" I  d o n 't  w a n t  to  lo o k , o r  h e a r ,  o r  se e  
a n y th in g !"  sh e  s p lu t te r e d .  "Y o u  ju s t  w a n t 
to  g e t r id  o f m e, th a t 's  w h a t y o u  w a n t!"  
s h e  so b b e d .

"E n o u g h , m y  d e a r , en o u g h ! Y o u  m ig h t 
fa ll  p r o p e r ly  ill... S to p  c ry in g , p le a se !  I 'l l  do  
e v e ry th in g  as y o u  te l l  m e. F o rg iv e  m e ."

"Y ou  d o n 't  r e a l ly  lo v e  m e. Y o u  d o n 't  c a re  
a n y th in g  fo r  m e . M a y  G o d  f o rg iv e  y o u !"

"Y ou  k n o w  b e t t e r  th a n  to  s a y  su c h  th in g s . 
I d o n 't  lo v e  y o u ?  T h a t 's  ju s t  n o t  tru e , a n d  y o u  
k n o w  it!"

T h en  I h e a rd  th e m  k is s in g .
"M in d  y o u ,"  sh e  sa id . " If  y o u  d o n 't  do  

th in g s  m y  w a y , I 'l l  d ie !"
"I w ill, d a r l in g , I w il l ! "

X X II

I w e n t th r o u g h  a ll  th e  ro o m s , a n d  th e re  
w a s  n o t a  so u l a ro u n d . I t  m a d e  m e  w o n d e r  
if th e y  h a d  a ll ru n  a w a y  f ro m  us. I w e n t o u t 
o n to  th e  p o rc h . T h e  n ig h t w as  c le a r  a n d  
s ta r r y .  I s to o d  th e re , lo o k in g  ro u n d , w h e n  
I h e a r d  "G o o d  e v e n in g !"  su d d e n ly , s o u n d in g  
l ik e  so m e b o d y  h a d  p lu c k e d  a  s t r in g  r ig h t
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b e h in d  m e. I s t a r t e d  a n d  s p u n  ro u n d  to  f in d  
m y se lf  lo o k in g  a t  a  ta l l  h a n d s o m e  fe llo w  w h o  
s to o d  th e re , sm ilin g  a t m e. I s u d d e n ly  fe lt

s h y  a n d  f r ig h te n e d  a n d  I fro ze . I w as  to n g u e -  
t ie d  a n d  ju s t  s ta r e d  in to  h is  ey e s .

"Y o u 're  s ta n d in g  h e re  a ll b y  y o u rs e lf ,"  
h e  sp o k e  ag a in . " I t  lo o k s  l ik e  y o u  d o n 't  k n o w  
y o u r  w a y  a ro u n d ."
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"If  I d id n 't ,  I 'd  a sk  y o u ,"  I s n a p p e d  a t h im , 
f in d in g  m y  v o ic e . "G o o d  e v e n in g ."  A n d  I 
h u r r ie d  b a c k  in s id e .

"B ye, s w e e tie -p ie ! "  h e  c a lle d  a f te r  m e.

X X II I

T he  m a s te r  a n d  th e  m is tre s s  w e re  s t i l l  
w a lk in g  a b o u t  th e  b u i ld in g . She p e e re d  in to  
e v e r y  c o rn e r  to  se e  w h a t  w a s  w h a t. T hen  
sh e  sa w  th e  d r ie d  f lo w e rs  s tu c k  b e h in d  an 
icon .

" W h a t 's  th a t? "
"S om e f lo w e rs  m y  o ld  h o u s e k e e p e r  p u t 

th e re ."
"W h a t?  Is it sh e  w h o  ru n s  th e  h o u se?  T h ro w  

th a t  s tu ff  a w a y , d a r l in g . T h e re 's  to o  m u ch  
p e a s a n t  a b o u t  i t ."

"A ll r ig h t, d e a r ."
T h en  sh e  k is s e d  h im : "O h, y o u 'r e  su c h  a 

a d a r l in g !"
W h e n  th e y  w e re  f in ish e d  w a lk in g  an d  

ta lk in g , th e  m a s te r  sa id :
" W h y  i s n 't  th e r e  a n y b o d y  a ro u n d , I w o n d e r .  

W h e r e 's  m y  h o u s e k e e p e r? "
"Y ou  see , y o u  s e e ,"  s h e  n a g g e d  h im . "S ee 

h o w  s la c k  th e y  a re?  She m u s t 'v e  g o n e  o u t 
b e c a u se  s h e  fe lt  l ik e  it  — as s im p le  as th a t ! "

64



"S he w o u ld n 't  go  fa r . Let m e  c a ll h e r . H ey  
th e re !"  h e  c a lle d  o u t l ik e  an  o b e d ie n t l i t t le  
b o y . "S h e 'll  b e  r ig h t  o v e r ,"  h e  a s s u re d  th e  
m is tre s s .

" J u s t  w h e re  is  sh e?"
"S he m u s t b e  b u s y  d o in g  so m e th in g , d e a r . 

S h e 's  m y  o n ly  s e rv a n t ."
"A n d  w h e re 's  m y  U stin a?  O r h as  sh e  a lso  

le a rn e d  to  ru n  a w a y  w ith o u t  a sk in g ?  U stina! 
U s tin a !"

I h u r r ie d  o v e r  to  h e r .
" W h e re  h a v e  y o u  b e e n ? "
" O v e r  in  th a t  ro o m ."
I w e n t b a c k  b e h in d  th e  d o o r  a n d  k e p t on  

lo o k in g  a n d  l is te n in g .

X X IV

A n  o ld , o ld  w o m a n  e n te re d . S he  w as b e n t 
w ith  age , a n d  h e r  face  w a s  a ll  w r in k le s ,  b u t 
h e r  d a rk  e y e s  w e re  r e m a rk a b ly  a liv e  an d  
c le a i S he w e n t  in , s te p p in g  s o f tly , b o w e d  to  
th e  m is tre s s  a n d  a sk e d :

" W h a t d o  y o u  w a n t, s i r ? "
T h e  m is tre s s  n e a r ly  s ta r te d  to  h e r  fee t, 

h e a r in g  su c h  b o ld  ta lk  f ro m  th e  o ld  w o m an .
" W h e re  h a v e  y o u  b een ?  I 'v e  a c tu a l ly  had  

to  c a ll fo r  y o u ,"  s a id  th e  m a s te r .
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" I 'v e  b e e n  in  th e  k itc h e n , h e lp in g  H a n n a  
to  p r e p a r e  a  t r u ly  ta s ty  s u p p e r  fo r  y o u ."

E v e n  th o u g h  th e  m a s te r  f e l t  h is  w ife  
b r e a th e  d o w n  h is  n e c k , h e  d id n 't  h a v e  th e  
h e a r t  to  sc o ld  th e  o ld  w o m a n  th e r e  a n d  th en . 
H e  b lin k e d , c o u g h e d , w a lk e d  u p  a n d  d o w n  
th e  ro o m , b u t s t i l l  c o u ld n 't  m a k e  u p  h is  m in d . 
T he  m is tr e s s  tu rn e d  a w a y  f ro m  h im , a n d  th e  
o ld  w o m a n  s to o d  q u ie t ly  a t  th e  th r e s h o ld .

" W h a t a b o u t th a t  s u p p e r? "  th e  m a s te r  
a sk e d , f ro w n in g  e v e n  m o re .

" I t 's  r e a d y , s i r ,"  th e  o ld  w o m a n  re p l ie d  
q u ie t ly .  H e  tu r n e d  to  th e  m is tre s s :

"S h a ll w e  e a t  so m e  s u p p e r , d a r l in g ? "
"I d o n 't  w a n t a n y ,"  sh e  s a id  c u r t ly  a n d  

d a s h e d  o u t o f th e  ro o m , s la m m in g  th e  d o o r  
b e h in d  h e r .

"T hen  I w o n 't  be  e a t in g  e i th e r ,"  th e  m a s te r  
s a id  s o r ro w fu l ly .

" I 'l l  b e  g o in g  th e n . G o o d  n ig h t, s i r ."
"Y ou  m a y  go . O n ly  m in d  y o u , d o n 't  m a k e  

m e  ru n  a b o u t lo o k in g  fo r  y o u !"  h e  b e g a n  
s te rn ly ,  b u t  th e n  b i t  h is  to n g u e  a t  o n c e  
w h e n  sh e  s a id  e v e n ly , " C e r ta in ly , s i r ."  She 
b o w e d  to  h im  a n d  w e n t o u t.
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x x v

T h e  m a s te r  w a s  p a c in g  u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  
ro o m . H e  h e a rd  h is  w ife  c ry in g  a c ro ss  th e  
w a ll. "M y  G o d !"  h e  s p o k e  to  h im se lf . "W h y  
is s h e  c ry in g ? "  H e  s p o k e  th a t  la s t w o rd  v e ry  
s o f tly , a n d  h is  v o ic e  s o u n d e d  so  v e r y  sad!

T h e n  h e  c o u ld n 't  s ta n d  it a n y  m o re  an d  
w e n t  to  k is s  a n d  s o o th e  h e r . I t  to o k  h im  q u ite  
a  w h ile  b e fo re  s h e  s to p p e d .

" A ll th e  sam e, I 'm  n o t e a t in g ,"  sh e  d e c la re d . 
" I  c o u ld n 't  s ta n d  th e  s ig h t o f y o u r  s e rv a n ts  
a n y w a y . W h y , th e y  t r e a t  y o u  as th e y  w o u ld  
th e i r  o w n  b r o th e r .  S om e re la t iv e s ! "

X X V I

I s a t  a ll a lo n e  in  th e  s e r v a n ts ' ro o m . I t  w as  
sa d  a n d  s t i l l .  W a s  th is  g o in g  to  b e  m y  life? 
V e ry  e n c o u ra g in g , in d eed !  I t  o c c u r re d  to  m e 
th a t  n o w  o u r  g i r ls  b a c k  h o m e  w o u ld  h a v e  
th e  t im e  of th e i r  l iv e s  w ith  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  
g o n e . T h e y 'd  c e r ta in ly  h a v e  i t  n ic e  to g e th e r .  
A n d  th e r e  I w a s  —  a w a y  f ro m  h o m e  a n d  n o t a 
so u l a ro u n d ...

T h e re  s u d d e n ly  w a s  a  ta p  o n  th e  w in d o w . 
T h e  b lo o d  ru s h e d  to  m y  c h e e k s , b e c a u se  I
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so m e h o w  g u e s se d  w h o  it w as . B ut I s a t  w h e re  
I w as , p r e te n d in g  I 'd  h e a rd  n o th in g .

A f te r  a  w h ile , th e r e  w as  a n o th e r  ta p . 
I ju m p e d  to  m y  fe e t  a n d  c lo se d  a ll  th e  d o o rs , 
so  th e  m a s te r s  w o u ld n 't  h e a r  it.

" W h o 's  th e r e ? "  I a sk e d .
" I t 's  m e, s w e e tie -p ie ."
"Y ou  m u s t h a v e  lo s t y o u r  w a y ,"  I sa id , 

"b e c a u se  it s e e m s  y o u 'r e  k n o c k in g  o n  th e  
w ro n g  w in d o w ."

"I b e t  i t 's  n o t th e  w ro n g  w in d o w  —  n o t 
th is  one! T h a t 's  w h a t I 'v e  g o t e y e s  in  m y  h e a d  
fo r  —  to  f in d  w h o  I lo o k  fo r ."
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"Y o u  s h o u ld n 't  h a v e  ta k e n  th e  tro u b le . 
A n d  w h a t 's  th e  b ig  id e a  —  ta lk in g  th ro u g h  a 
d o u b le  p an e?  G e t a w a y  f ro m  th a t  w in d o w  if 
y o u  d o n 't  w a n t th e  m a s te r s  to  h e a r  u s ."  A nd  
I w a lk e d  a w a y  f ro m  th e  w in d o w  m y se lf .

"L o o k  h e re , s w e e tie -p ie ! "  h e  w e n t on.
" W h y  h a v e  y o u  s tu c k  y o u r  n o se  in  th a t 

w in d o w , P r-ok ip?" s o m e b o d y  g ru m b le d  in  a 
lo w  v o ic e . " S u p p e r 's  b e e n  r e a d y  lo n g  e n o u g h  
a n d  n o n e  of y o u  p e o p le  h a v e  tu rn e d  up  y e t!"

X X V II

I h e a rd  s o m e b o d y  s te p  in to  th e  p a s sa g e w a y . 
I w e n t  to  o p e n  th e  d o o r  a n d  saw  it w as  th e  
o ld  w o m a n , th e  m a s te r 's  h o u s e k e e p e r .

"G o o d  e v e n in g , m y  g ir l ,"  sh e  sa id . "W e  
in v i te  y o u  to  h a v e  s u p p e r  w ith  us, d e a r ie ."

"T h an k s , G ra n n y ."
"C o m e  a lo n g  th e n ."
" I 'l l  h a v e  to  a s k  th e  m is tre s s  f i r s t ."
" A re  y o u  s u re  y o u  h a v e  to? Y o u 're  ju s t  

g o in g  to  s u p p e r ."
"S he te l ls  m e  if I 'm  g o in g ."
T h e  o ld  w o m a n  d id n 't  s p e a k  fo r  a  w h ile  

a n d  th e n  sa id :
"A ll r ig h t ,  go  an d  a sk  h e r . I 'l l  b e  r ig h t 

h e r e ."
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T h e  m a s te r  a n d  th e  m is t r e s s  s a t  c lo s e  to  
e a c h  o th e r ,  c h a t te r in g  h a p p ily .  S he  s n a p p e d  as 
I w e n t in :

" W h y  a r e  y o u  b u t t in g  in ? "
"M a y  I go  o u t to  s u p p e r? "  I a sk e d .
"T a k e  off —  h a v e  s u p p e r ! "

X X V III

I fo llo w e d  th e  o ld  w o m a n  a c ro s s  th e  y a r d  
in to  th e  o u tb u ild in g .

"W e ll, h e r e  sh e  is ,"  s a id  th e  o ld  w o m a n  as 
sh e  led  m e in to  th e  ro o m . S ittin g  a t th e  ta b le  
w e re  N az a r , th e  b la c k -h a ir e d  c o a c h m a n , a n d  
a p r e t t y  y o u n g  w o m a n , h is  w ife . T h e  s to v e  w a s  
a b la z e . L ig h t f l ic k e re d  m e r r i ly  o n  th e  w h i te ­
w a s h e d  w a lls  a n d  o n  th e  ico n s  in  th e  c o rn e r  
w h ic h  w e re  h u n g  w ith  an  e m b ro id e re d  to w e l 
a n d  d e c o ra te d  w i th  d r ie d  f lo w e rs  a n d  h e rb s . 
G reen , r e d  a n d  y e l lo w  e a r th e n  p la te s  o f a ll 
s iz e s  g le a m e d  l ik e  j e w e l r y  f ro m  th e  d is h ra c k . 
E v e ry th in g  in  th a t  ro o m  lo o k e d  c lean , b r ig h t  
a n d  g a y  —  a  to w  of so f t  f la x  h a n g in g  o n  a  
p o le , a  b la c k  s h e e p s k in  c o a t o n  a  p e g  a n d  a  
w ic k e r  c r a d le  w i th  a  b a b y  in  it.

T h e y  b o w e d  to  m e: "W e lc o m e  to  o u r
m id s t ."

"N o w  w h a t  a b o u t s e a t in g  th is  b e a u ty  n e x t 
to  m e, e h ? "  N a z a r  g r in n e d .
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" J u s t  w h a t  m a k e s  y o u  th in k  y o u 'r e  th e  
b e s t  h e re ? "  I a sk e d . T hen  I lo o k e d  a ro u n d  an d  
sa w  th a t  P ro k ip  w a s  a lso  th e re , s i t t in g  in  a 
c o rn e r  a n d  lo o k in g  a t m e  in  su ch  a  w a y  th a t 
I f e l t  a  s t r a n g e  th r i l l  ru n  th ro u g h  m e.

" W h y  n o t? "  s a id  N aza r. "T a k e  a g o o d  lo o k  
a t m e: d o n 't  y o u  th in k  I 'm  a  m ig h ty  g o o d - 
lo o k in g  fe llo w ? "

"Y o u  s o m e tim e s  lo o k  l ik e  th a t  in  th e  d a rk ,"  
h is  w ife  te a s e d  h im  m e r r i ly .  H e r n am e  w as 
K a try a , a n d  a  n ic e  p e r t  w o m a n  sh e  w as . She 
h a d  b lo n d  h a ir ,  h e r  n o se  w a s  tu rn e d  up  ju s t  
a  b it , h e r  e y e s  w e re  b lu e  a n d  b r ig h t ,  an d  sh e  
w as  a ll  n ic e ly  ro u n d e d  an d  f re s h - lo o k in g , lik e  
an  a p p le . She w o re  a re d  k e rc h ie f  an d  a g re e n  
f la n n e l  s k i r t .  S he w as  p e rk y  a n d  w itty  an d  
a w fu lly  s p ry . S he  w as  ta lk in g , w o rk in g  an d  
ro c k in g  th e  c ra d le  a ll a t once . N o w  h e r  
e m b ro id e re d  s le e v e s  w o u ld  fly  a ll o v e r  th e  
ta b le , a n d  th e  v e r y  n e x t m in u te  h e r  r in g s  
w e re  g l i t te r in g  o v e r  a t th e  s to v e .

" W e ll, w e ll ,"  N a z a r  sa id . " If  it w e re n 't  
fo r  su p p e r , y o u 'd  s u re ly  h e a r  a  g o o d  o n e  
f ro m  m e!"  A t th is  v e r y  m o m e n t K a try a  
p la c e d  a  p la te fu l  of d u m p lin g s  o n  th e  ta b le . 
N a z a r  w in k e d  a t m e.

" I t 's  n o  s in  to  h a v e  a  g o o d  s u p p e r  fo r  one  
w h o 's  s k ip p e d  lu n c h !"  h e  sa id .
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X X IX

F o r a ll  h e r  ta lk  a n d  b a n te r ,  K a try a  s t i l l  
s e e m e d  sad  a n d  w o r r ie d .  T h e  o ld  w o m a n  
w as  s i t t in g  q u ie t ly ,  d ig n if ie d  a n d  th o u g h tfu l .  
O n ly  N a z a r  w a s  in  a  p la y fu l  m o o d , c r a c k ­
in g  jo k e s , r o a r in g  w i th  la u g h te r  a n d  f la s h in g  
h is  m ilk -w h ite  te e th . A s  to  P ro k ip , I w a s n 't  
lo o k in g  a t h im  a n y  m o re .

"T e ll us, d e a r ie ,"  th e  o ld  w o m a n  s p o k e  to  
m e. "H o w  lo n g  h a v e  y o u  b e e n  in  th e  y o u n g  
m is t r e s s 's  s e rv ic e ? "

" I s n 't  s h e  p r e t ty ? "  K a try a  b ro k e  in .
" W h a t  g o o d  is th e r e  in  h e r  b e in g  p r e t ty ,"  

N a z a r  c r ie d  o u t, " if  sh e  m a k e s  y o u  w ith e r  
ju s t  b y  s ta r in g  a t y o u !"

T he  o ld  w o m a n  s ig h e d  h e a v ily . " D o n 't  g e t 
s ta r te d ,  N a z a r ."

"O u r  m a s te r , th o u g h , is  a  t r u ly  d e c e n t 
fe llo w ,"  K a try a  s p o k e  ag a in . "H e  c a n 't  h a v e  
h u r t  a  so u l as lo n g  as h e  l iv e s ."

"I w is h  to  G od  h is  w ife  w e re  l ik e  h im ,"  
s a id  th e  o ld  w o m a n .

" W h a t is it g o in g  to  b e  l ik e  fo r  us n o w ? "  
K a try a  s a id  w o r r ie d ly .  S he s ig h e d  a n d  s a n k  
in to  th o u g h t .  " J u s t  w h a t is it g o in g  to  b e  
lik e ? "  sh e  sa id  a g a in , s o f t ly , lo o k in g  a t m e, 
l ik e  sh e  w a n te d  m e  to  te l l  h e r . B ut I d id n 't  
s a y  a n y th in g .
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" I t  w ill  a ll  b e  a c c o rd in g  to  G o d 's  w ill, 
d e a r ,"  th e  o ld  w o m a n  sa id .

"W e ll , c o m e  w h a t m a y ,"  N a z a r  c a lle d  ou t. 
"W e  c a n  ta k e  it. N o w  e v e ry b o d y  g e t d o w n  to  
th e  d u m p lin g s . W h y  d o n 't  y o u  jo in  us, P ro k ip ?  
Is  it  th e  y o u n g  m is tre s s  w h o 's  c a u g h t y o u r  
fan cy ?  O r, m a y b e , th is  b e a u ty  h e re ? "  H e 
w in k e d  a t  m e  a g a in .

" I  w is h  I 'd  n e v e r  s e e  th a t  y o u n g  m is tre s s  
a g a in  —  n o t e v e n  in  a  d re a m ,"  sa id  P ro k ip  as 
h e  to o k  a  s e a t  a c ro s s  th e  ta b le  f ro m  m e. 
" W h e re  d o  th e y  m a k e  th e m  so  m ean , a n y ­
w a y ? "

T h e n  K a try a  tu r n e d  to  m e:
"D ea rie !  T e ll us e v e ry th in g ! "  She p au sed . 

E v e ry b o d y  w a s  lo o k in g  h a rd  a t  m e. P ro k ip  
a lso  h a d  h is  e y e s  g lu e d  to  m y  face . If it 
h a d n 't  b e e n  fo r  h im , I w o u ld n 't  h a v e  c a re d , 
b u t h e  s o m e h o w  m a d e  m e sh y , so  th a t  I 
b lu s h e d  a n d  n e a r ly  fe lt  l ik e  c ry in g .

"D earie !  Is  o u r  y o u n g  m is tre s s  b ad ?"  
a s k e d  K a try a .

"S h e 's  a  c ru e l  th in g ,"  I sa id .
"G o o d  L o rd !"  sh e  c r ie d  o u t. "T h a t 's  w h a t 

I 'v e  fe lt  in  m y  h e a r t  a ll a lo n g ! T h in k  of m y  
c h ild !"  S he s p ra n g  to  th e  c ra d le  an d  le a n e d  
o v e r  th e  b a b y . "T h a t s u r e ly  w a s n 't  w h a t  I 
b a rg a in e d  on , w h e n  I, a  f r e e  g ir l ,  a g re e d  to  
m a r r y  a  se rf! A n d  n o w  s h e 's  a l r e a d y  as g o o d
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as d o o m e d  us a ll w ith  th a t  e v i l  e y e  of h e rs !"  
T e a rs  g u sh e d  f ro m  h e r  e y e s , p o u r in g  d o w n  
o v e r  h e r  face .

"T h e  d e v il 's  n o t a s  te r r ib le  as h e 's  p a in te d ,"  
sa id  N a z a r . "N o  n e e d  to  g e t p a n ic k y . L e t's  
w a it  a n d  see  f i r s t ."  B ut K a try a  ju s t  k e p t  on  
c ry in g  a n d  w a il in g  a s  if sh e  w e re  c e r ta in  
th a t  h e r  b a b y  h a d  r e a l ly  b e e n  d o o m e d  b y  
th e  m is t r e s s 's  e v i l  s ta re .

"S to p  c ry in g , d e a r ie ! "  th e  o ld  w o m a n  t r ie d  
to  c o m fo r t  h e r . "D o w e  h a v e  to  to r tu r e  o u r  
h e a r ts ?  D o n 't  w e  a ll h a v e  th e  m e rc ifu l  L o rd  
to  ta k e  c a re  of u s? "

P ro k ip  d id n 't  b r e a th e  a  w o rd , o n ly  w h e r ­
e v e r  I lo o k e d , m y  e y e s  m e t h is  s ta re .

X X X

I f in is h e d  m y  s u p p e r , s a id  a p r a y e r  a n d  ra n  
b a c k  to  th e  b u ild in g . "G o o d  n ig h t ,"  P ro k ip  
c a lle d  a f te r  m e. "G o o d  n ig h t! "  I c a lle d  b ack , 
d iv in g  in to  th e  p a s s a g e w a y . M y  h e a r t  w as  
th ro b b in g  as I e n te r e d  th e  s e r v a n ts ' ro o m . 
I b e g a n  th in k in g , w o n d e r in g  w h y  h e 'd  b e e n  
s ta r in g  a t m e  l ik e  th a t . N e x t, th e  m is t r e s s  
c am e  to  m in d ; s h e 'd  h a r d ly  s e t  fo o t in  th e  
y a rd , b u t s h e 'd  a l r e a d y  m a d e  e v e ry b o d y  
w o r r ie d . B ut w h y  w a s  P ro k ip  a f te r  m e?...
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W h y , h e  s u r e ly  lo o k e d  l ik e  an  a w fu lly  
n ic e  fe llo w ! A  fu ll  m o o n  w as  h a n g in g  lo w  
in  th e  sk y , a n d  th e  w o rd s  of a  so n g  cam e 
to  m e:

O h  d e a r  m o o n  u p  i n  t h e  s k y ,

H i d e  y o u r  l i g h t  f r o m  e v e r y o n e . . .

A  fe e lin g  of s w e e t s a d n e s s  s u d d e n ly  e n ­
g u lfe d  m e. I w a s n 't  s u r e  w h a t  I r e a l ly  w is h ­
e d  in  m y  h e a r t  o f h e a r ts  —  to  h e a r  h is  v o ic e  
th ro u g h  th a t  w in d o w  o n c e  m o re , o r  n e v e r  
to  se e  h im  th e r e  a g a in .

X X X I

A  d a y  p a s se d , th e n  a  w e e k , th e n  a m o n th , 
a n d  s o o n  h a lf  a  y e a r  w e n t b y  l ik e  w a te r  u n d e r  
a b r id g e . T he  h a m le t lo o k e d  q u ie t  a n d  p e a c e ­
fu l, i ts  o rc h a rd s  g re e n  a n d  b lo sso m in g . But 
a n y o n e  w h o 'd  b o th e r  ta k in g  a c lo se r  lo o k  
w o u ld  h a v e  im m e d ia te ly  se e n  th a t  th in g s  h ad  
c h a n g e d  a  lo t. N o w  p e o p le  w o k e  up  and  
w e n t  to  b e d  c ry in g  a n d  c u rs in g . T he  y o u n g  
m is t r e s s  h a d  g o t te n  h e r  w a y  in  e v e ry th in g . 
S he h a d  fo u n d  h a rd  w o rk  fo r  a ll a n d  m ad e  it 
p la in  h e ll  fo r  e v e ry b o d y . She  d id  n o t a llo w  
a so u l to  go  id le  —  n o t e v e n  p o o r  c r ip p le s  
o r  l i t t le  c h ild re n . T he  c h i ld re n  w e re  m ad e
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to  sw e e p  th e  g a rd e n s  a n d  fe e d  th e  tu rk e y s ;  
th e  c r ip p le s  h a d  to  s ta y  in  th e  m a s te r 's  
k i tc h e n  g a rd e n  s c a r in g  a w a y  s p a r ro w s  a n d  
o th e r  b ird s . T h e  m is tr e s s  a lso  m a d e  e v e r y  
jo b  a re a l t o r tu r e  w ith  h e r  n a g g in g  a n d  a r ­
ro g a n c e . S he  se e m e d  to  h a v e  a  h u n d re d  e y e s  
w h ic h  sa w  e v e r y th in g  a n d  to  b e  e v e r y ­
w h e re  a t o n ce , tw is t in g  h e r  w a y  a ll a ro u n d  
th e  h a m le t, l ik e  a  liz a rd . G o d  k n o w s  w h a t  it 
w a s  sh e  h a d  in  h e r ; o n ly  w h e n e v e r  sh e  lo o k e d  
a t y o u , it  fe lt  l ik e  sh e  w a s  w r in g in g  y o u r  
h e a r t .

H e r  g e n t r y  n e ig h b o rs  p r a is e d  h e r  to  th e  
sk ie s : " I s n 't  sh e  a  g o o d  m a n a g e r!  I s n 't  sh e  
c le v e r!  I t  d o e s n 't  m a t te r  s h e 's  y o u n g  —  w e  
a ll  s h o u ld  le a rn  f ro m  h e r ."

A t f i r s t ,  th e  h a m le t fo lk s  p in n e d  th e i r  h o p e s  
o n  th e  m a s te r  b u t b e fo re  lo n g  th e y  a ll  lo s t  
fa ith . H e  w a s  a  g o o d h e a r te d  e a s y g o in g  m a s ­
te r ,  b u t h e  w a s  w e a k  —  a  re a l  co w a rd !  T ru e , 
h e  d id  t r y  to  ta lk  so m e  s e n se  in to  h is  
w ife , b u t sh e  p la in ly  w a s n 't  th a t  k in d  o f w o m ­
an . So he  w a s  s o o n  a f r a id  of e v e n  b r o a c h ­
in g  th e  s u b je c t  a n d  ju s t  a c te d  l ik e  h e  d id n 't  
s e e  o r  h e a r  a n y th in g . H e  h a d  n e i th e r  s t r e n g th  
n o r  s p i r i t .  O h , h e  w a s  c e r ta in ly  a  g o o d  
m a s te r  —  o n e  o f th o s e  k in d  m a s te r s  w h o  
d id n 't  s c o ld  o r  b e a t  th e i r  s e r f s  —  b u t n e v e r
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to o k  c a re  o f th e m  e ith e r !  S he h ad  o n ly  to  do  
a l i t t l e  m o a n in g  a n d  s c re a m in g  a n d  m ak e  
l ik e  s h e  w a s  g o in g  to  f a in t  to  h a v e  h im  
th e re  in  a  w in k , k is s in g  h e r  h a n d s  a n d  fee t, 
c ry in g  h im s e lf  a n d  r a g in g  a t u s, "D am n  y o u  
all! H a n g  y o u  all! M y  w ife  n e a r ly  d ie d  b e ­
ca u se  o f y o u !"

"H e 's  no  g o o d ,"  N a z a r  sa id . "I c o u ld  im ­
m e d ia te ly  te l l  h e  h a d  no  b a c k b o n e  w h e n  
I s a w  h im  b u y in g  th a t  lu n c h  fo r  U stin a . 
If I h a d  a  w ife  l ik e  h is , I 'd  m a k e  h e r  w a lk  
s t r a ig h t  in to  a  s w a rm  o f m o sq u ito e s  a n d  le t 
h e r  p u ff  a n d  p a n t th e re ."  H e b ro k e  in to  
la u g h te r .  T h a t w a s  ju s t  l ik e  h im  — la u g h in g  
a n d  jo k in g  a ll  th e  tim e . I t  s e e m e d  h e  w o u ld  
be c r a c k in g  jo k e s  as h e  w as  f r ie d  a liv e .

K a try a , h o w e v e r ,  k e p t  o n  w e e p in g  h e r  
e y e s  d ry . S he d id  so  m u ch  c ry in g  it m ad e  
y o u  w o n d e r  w h e re  a ll  th o s e  te a r s  w e re  
co m in g  fro m . S he w o u ld  ta k e  h e r  b a b y  in  
h e r  a rm s  a n d  c ry  o n  a n d  on, a n d  th en , a ll of 
a su d d e n , sh e  w o u ld  b re a k  in to  sobs.

P ro k ip  g o t q u i te  m o o d y  to o . H e b ro o d e d  
m o st o f th e  tim e  a n d  w o u ld n 't  e v e n  sa y  
a n y th in g  fu n n y  to  m e.

"H o w  co m e  y o u 'r e  so  g lo o m y ? "  I a sk e d  
h im  o n e  e v e n in g . " W h a t m a k e s  y o u  so  
sa d ? "
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H e s u d d e n ly  g ra b b e d  m y  h a n d  a n d  d re w  m e 
c lo se  to  h im  a n d  k is s e d  m e. T h en  h e  w as  
g o n e  b e fo re  I c o u ld  u n d e r s ta n d  w h a t h ad  
h a p p e n e d .

X X X II

A ll th e  p e o p le  in  th e  h a m le t n o w  seem ed  
to  h a v e  fa d e d  a n d  w ith e re d ;  o n ly  th e  o ld  
w o m a n  w as  a s  d ig n if ie d  as e v e r . F o r th e  
m is tre s s  ju s t  c o u ld n 't  s c o ld  h e r  lo n g  e n o u g h  
o r  s h o u t  a t  h e r  lo u d  e n o u g h  to  e v e r  m ak e  h e r  
f r ig h te n e d  o r  f id g e ty ;  th e  o ld  w o m a n  w a lk e d  
s o f t ly  a n d  s p o k e  so f tly , a n d  h e r  e y e s  w e re  
a lw a y s  ca lm  a n d  c le a r . O n  s e v e ra l  o c c a s io n s  
I 'd  s u d d e n ly  fin d  m y se lf  in  h e r  a rm s , c r y ­
in g  —  e x a c t ly  l ik e  a  c h ild  c u d d lin g  u p  to  
its  m o th e r .

"N o w  d o n 't  c ry , m y  g ir l , d o n 't  c ry ,"  sh e 'd  
s a y  th e n , s o f t ly  a n d  g e n tly . "L et th e  e v il 
o n e s  w e e p ; y o u  sh o w  p a tie n c e  a n d  se e  it 
th r o u g h  to  th e  en d . Y o u  can  e n d u re  it, c a n 't  
y o u ? "

O h, L ord! T h o se  w e re  d a y s  fu ll o f sa d n e s s  
a n d  s o r ro w . T h e re  w as  n o n e  of th e  u su a l 
l iv e ly  ta lk  o r  la u g h te r .  T h e  h a m le t fo lk  k e p t 
w e ll  c le a r  o f th e  m a s te r 's  y a rd ;  a n d  th o s e  
w h o  d id  c o m e  o v e r  o n  so m e  b u s in e ss , k e p t 
lo o k in g  a ro u n d  c a u tio u s ly  a n d  ju s t  c o u ld n 't
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w a it  to  g e t o u t, l ik e  it w a s  a  fa r -o ff  fo re s t  
w h e re  so m e  e v i l  w ild  b e a s t  w a s  a t la rg e .

O n e  e v e n in g  I f in is h e d  s u p p e r  r a th e r  la te , 
a n d  w a s  h u r r y in g  b a c k  to  th e  m a s te r 's ,  
w o n d e r in g  w h y  P ro k ip  h a d n 't  b e e n  in  fo r  
s u p p e r . T h en  h e  a p p e a re d  in  f ro n t  o f m e, 
o u t o f th e  b lu e . H e  s to o d  in  m y  w a y  a n d  
w o u ld n 't  le t m e  p ass .

"T e ll m e  t ru ly ,  U s tin a , d o  y o u  lo v e  m e?"
I w o u ld  h a v e  fled , b u t  m y  le g s  fa ile d  m e. 

I s to o d  th e re , m y  face  b u rn in g ...  H e  to o k  m y  
h a n d  a n d  h e ld  m e  in  h is  a rm s  a n d  a s k e d  m e 
a g a in  a n d  a g a in , "D o y o u  lo v e  m e?"  N ow , 
w a s n 't  h e  fu n n y !

W e  sa t th e r e  fo r  a  w h ile , ta lk in g  a n d  
k is s in g  a n d  h o ld in g  h a n d s  —  a n d  w e  fo rg o t  
a ll  o u r  t ro u b le s .  I fe l t  jo y  in  m y  h e a r t  a n d  
lo v e d  th e  w o r ld , a n d  e v e r y th in g  in  it  s e e m e d  
so  b r ig h t  a n d  b e a u tifu l . W h y , e v e n  th e  
m is tre s s  n o tic e d . " W h a t 's  th e  m a t te r  w ith  
y o u ? "  sh e  a sk e d . " W h y  a r e  y o u  so  re d , as 
th o u g h  y o u 'v e  b e e n  b e a te n ?  O r  h a v e  y o u  
p i l f e re d  s o m e th in g ? "

X X X III

G o o d  h e a v e n s !  H o w  im p a tie n t  I w as , 
lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th o s e  d a rk , s h e l te r in g  
n ig h ts !  By th e  tim e  th e  m is tr e s s  to ld  m e
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to  go  o ff to  s u p p e r ,  P ro k ip  w o u ld  a lr e a d y  
be w a it in g  o u ts id e . H e 'd  m ee t m e  a n d  w e 'd  
s ta n d  th e r e  fo r  a w h ile  to g e th e r ,  sp e a k in g  of 
o u r  w o r r ie s .  D u rin g  th e  d ay , th o u g h , e v e n  if 
w e  c h a n c e d  to  ru n  in to  e a c h  o th e r , w e ’d 
ju s t  e x c h a n g e  g la n c e s , w ith o u t  a w o rd , and  
c o n tin u e  o n  o u r  s e p a r a te  w ay s .

" I t ' l l  g e t y o u  in to  t ro u b le , th is  lo v e  of 
y o u r s ,"  K a try a  u s e d  to  say .

" Y o u 're  ju s t  b e in g  w ise  a f te r  th e  e v e n t, 
m y  d e a r e s t ,"  N a z a r  w o u ld  te a s e  h e r . " If  y o u  
w e re  n o w  to  fa ll  in  lo v e  w ith  m e a ll o v e r  
a g a in , y o u 'd  d o  it c h e e r fu l ly ! "

" W h a t  a r e  y o u  ta lk in g  ab o u t!  I ju s t  c a n 't  
b e a r  to  se e  th e s e  tw o , b e c a u se  m y  h e a r t  
b le e d s  w h e n  I  th in k  of w h a t a w a its  th e m ."

"N o w  d o n 't  y o u  f r ig h te n  a n d  to rm e n t 
th e  g i r l ,"  th e  o ld  w o m a n  w o u ld  say . " If  sh e 's  
in  lo v e , le t  h e r  lo v e . I t  w a s  d e s tin e d  fo r  h e r ."

X X X IV

A s to  th e  m is tre s s , sh e  b e c a m e  e v e n  m o re  
c ru e l  a n d  w ic k e d . W h e n e v e r  sh e  th o u g h t I 
w as  a  b it  s lo w  o r  a  m in u te  la te , sh e  m et 
m e w ith  h e r  u su a l " W h e re  h a v e  y o u  b ee n ? "  
w h ic h  a lw a y s  m e a n t I w a s  in  fo r  it. A t f irs t , 
it d r o v e  m e to  d e s p a ir ,  b u t a f te r  a  w h ile  I 
b e c a m e  s o r t  o f in d if fe re n t  to  a ll th is  ab u se .
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T he t r o u b le  w a s  th e r e  fo r  g o o d , a n y w a y . 
T ru e , I s t i l l  c o u ld n 't  h e lp  c ry in g  w h ile  sh e  
w a s  b e ra t in g  m e a n d  y e l l in g  a t m e; b u t  a f te r  
I 'd  d o n e  m y  u su a l s h a re  of c ry in g , I 'd  w ip e  
a w a y  m y  te a r s  a n d  b e c o m e  m y  o w n  se lf  
a g a in  —  c h e e rfu l , la u g h in g  a n d  jo k in g . I k e p t 
m y  h a ir  n e a t ly  b r a id e d  a n d  m y  b lo u s e  w a s h e d  
c lean , a n d  I w o u ld n 't  e v e n  c o m p la in  to  
a n y o n e . A  lo t  o f g o o d  th a t  w o u ld  h a v e  d o n e  
m e! T h a t w o u ld  h a v e  o n ly  m a d e  th e  o th e r  
fo lk  th in k  o f th e i r  o w n  tro u b le s ,  a n d  e v e r y  
o n e  of th e m  h a d  p le n ty . W h y , I w o u ld n 't  
b r e a th e  a w o rd  e v e n  to  P ro k ip , b e c a u s e  I 
k n e w  th a t  a lw a y s  g o t h im  in to  a  m o o d  as 
b la c k  as n ig h t, w h e n  n o th in g  w o u ld  m a k e  
h im  c h e e r  u p  e n o u g h  to  ta lk  o r  e a t  so m e th in g .

G o o d  L ord! W h a t  w i th  a ll  th o s e  t ro u b le s  —  
m y  o w n  a n d  o th e r  p e o p le 's  —  w e  sa w  l i t t l e  w e  
c o u ld  do  to  h e lp  o n e  a n o th e r .  K a try a 's  b a b y  
g o t s ick , a n d  th e r e  sh e  w as , b u s y  a ll  d a y  
lo n g , d ig g in g  a n d  s o w in g  th e  k i tc h e n  g a rd e n  
a n d  c o o k in g  fo r  th e  m a s te rs , a lso  h e a r in g  
th e  m is tre s s  s h o u tin g  a t  h e r  a l l  th e  tim e , 
"Y ou  n e v e r  g e t a n y th in g  d o n e  a t all! Y ou  
o n ly  g e t fed  fo r  n o th in g !  I 'l l  te a c h  y o u  y e t  
h o w  to  w o rk !"

T h ro u g h o u t  th e  n ig h t K a try a  w o u ld n 't  g e t 
a w in k  of s le e p  s i t t in g  w i th  h e r  b a b y  d a u g h te r ,  
a n d  as so o n  as  it  w a s  d a y lig h t ,  sh e  w o u ld  b e
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o ff to  w o rk . T he o ld  w o m a n  w o u ld  th e n  
lo o k  a f te r  th e  b a b y , a n d  s h e 'd  a lw a y s  b e  
d o in g  s o m e th in g  to  c h e e r  u p  K a try a  to o . 
S h e 'd  e i th e r  c a r r y  o u t th e  b a b y  to  h e r  o n ce  
in  a  w h ile , o r  c o m e  o u t h e r s e l f  a n d  s a y  s o m e ­
th in g  lik e , "S h e 's  q u ie t  n o w "  o r  "S h e 's  g o n e  
to  s le e p " . A  re a l  g if t  f ro m  G od  th e  o ld  w o m ­
an  w as , a lw a y s  t i r e le s s  a n d  a le r t  a n d  h e lp ­
fu l.

" W h y  a r e  y o u  w o rk in g  y o u r s e l f  to  d e a th , 
K a try a ? "  I a s k e d  o nce .

H e r e y e s  w e re  su n k e n  a n d  b u rn in g  in  a  
s ic k ly  w ay .

" I 'l l  ju s t  k e e p  o n  w o rk in g  w h ile  I can . 
M a y b e  i t 'l l  p le a s e  th e  m is tr e s s  a n d  m a k e  h e r  
sh o w  so m e  m e rc y ."

But it n e v e r  d id , th o u g h . She w e n t  on  
w o rk in g  a n d  g o in g  w ith o u t  s le e p  u n ti l  sh e  
w e n t o u t l ik e  a c a n d le  a t th e  c ra d le  o n e  
n ig h t. S he w o k e  u p  a n d  ru s h e d  to  th e  c ra d le , 
b u t th e  b a b y  w as  a l r e a d y  w e ll  o n  i ts  w a y  
to  th e  h e a v e n s . T h e  p o o r  m o th e r  b a r e ly  h a d  
th e  tim e  to  lo o k  a t it a n d  p re s s  it to  h e r  
h e a r t  b e fo re  it p a s s e d  a w a y .

K a try a  s u f fe re d  a n d  g r ie v e d  te r r ib ly ,  
a l th o u g h  a t  t im e s  sh e  s o u n d e d  a lm o s t a s  if sh e  
w e re  g lad : "N o w  m y  c h ild , m y  p o o r  d e a r  
b a b y  w ill  b e  an  a n g e l in  h e a v e n  w h e re  s h e 'l l  
n e v e r  k n o w  a n y  s u f fe r in g !"  B ut th e n  s h e 'd
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b re a k  d o w n  a n d  w a il: "B ut s h e 'l l  n e v e r  a g a in  
s t r e tc h  o u t h e r  t in y  a rm s  to  me! S h e 'll  n e v e r  
be  h e re  to  c o m fo r t  m e  in  th is  w o rld !  M y  
ch ild ! S h e 's  le f t m e fo re v e r ,  m y  d e a r  l i t t le  
d a u g h te r ! "

N a z a r  s e e m e d  a ll  in  o n e  p ie c e  a n d  d id  w h a t 
h e  c o u ld  to  c o n so le  h is  w ife , te l l in g  h e r  sh e  
w a s  s t i l l  y o u n g  a n d  a ll, b u t h is  o n ce  r in g in g  
v o ic e  h a d  fa d e d  s o m e w h a t, an d  he, too , 
g r ie v e d , a l th o u g h  h e  t r ie d  n o t to  sh o w  it.

A f te r  th a t  m is fo r tu n e , K a try a  w a s te d  a w a y  
c o m p le te ly , h e r  h e a l th  fa il in g  to  th e  p o in t 
sh e  c o u ld  b a r e ly  w a lk , le t  a lo n e  w o rk . Y et 
th e  m is tre s s  w o u ld n 't  le t up : " W h y  a r e n 't  
y o u  w o rk in g ?  I 'l l  te a c h  you! I 'l l  sh o w  y o u !"

" I 'm  n o t a f ra id  o f y o u  a n y  m o re ."  K a try a  
sa id . "Y o u  m a y  e a t m e a l iv e  fo r  a ll  I c a re !"

T h e  m is tre s s  m a d e  su re , o f c o u rse , sh e  
d id n 't  g e t a w a y  w ith  s a y in g  su c h  th in g s .

" W h a t 's  g o in g  to  h a p p e n  to  us a ll? "  
I a s k e d  P ro k ip .

"U s tin a , d ea r!  Y o u 'v e  b o u n d  m y  h a n d s !"

X X X V

T he m is tre s s  d ro v e  K a try a  o u t of th e  
h o u se  to  w o r k  in  th e  f ie ld s ; e v e n  h e r  h u s ­
b a n d 's  b e in g  th e  m a s te r 's  co a c h m a n  m ean t 
n o th in g  to  h e r .
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T h e  m a s te r  g a v e  K a try a  a  ru b le , m a k in g  
s u re  th e  m is tre s s  d id n 't  se e  it. O n ly  K a try a  
w o u ld n 't  to u c h  th a t  m o n e y , so  h e  ju s t  p la c e d  
th e  c o in  o n  h e r  s h o u ld e r ,  b u t sh e  s h o o k  it 
off, as if it w e re  a  b ee . T h a t ru b le  fe ll  o n to  
th e  la w n  a n d  la y  th e r e  u n t i l  it b la c k e n e d , 
b e c a u se  n o b o d y  w o u ld  to u c h  it. F in a lly , th e  
m is tre s s  h e r s e l f  s p o t te d  it a n d  p ic k e d  it up  
as sh e  w a lk e d  th r o u g h  th e  y a rd . "H a v e  y o u  
b e e n  o u t s c a t te r in g  m o n e y ? "  sh e  a s k e d  th e  
m a s te r . "D ea r m e, d e a r ! "  T h e  m a s te r  sa id  
n o th in g , o n ly  h is  fa ce  tu r n e d  b e e t  red .

K a try a  ju s t  d id n 't  w a n t  to  l iv e  a n y  m o re . 
S o m e th in g  h a d  sn a p p e d  in s id e  h e r  s in c e  
th a t  te r r ib le  t r a g e d y . S he  ra n  a ro u n d  w o o d s  
a n d  sw a m p s , lo o k in g  fo r  h e r  d a u g h te r  u n t i l  
o n e  d a y  s h e  d ro w n e d , p o o r  th in g . T he  m a s te r  
w as  p r e t ty  d is t r a u g h t ,  b u t th e  m is tre s s  o n ly  
sa id : " T h e re 's  no  re a s o n  w h y  th is  w h o le  th in g  
s h o u ld  u p s e t  y o u  so . D id n 't  y o u  se e  sh e  w as  
a lw a y s  c razy ?  H e r  e y e s  w e re  so  w e ird , an d  
th e n  sh e  w a s  a lw a y s  s a y in g  th in g s  th a t  m ad e  
no  s e n se ..."

"T ru e  e n o u g h !"  th e  m a s te r  c o n tin u e d  
e a g e r ly .  "S he c e r ta in ly  d id n 't  h a v e  a ll  h e r  
w its  a b o u t  h e r !"

A n d  c ra z y  it  w o u ld  b e . W a s n 't  it c o m f o r t ­
a b le  to  th in k  so? T h e y  ta lk e d  fo r  a w h ile  
a n d  e r a s e d  th e  w h o le  th in g  f ro m  th e i r  m in d s .
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X X X V I

A  r e t i r e d  s o ld ie r  f ro m  to w n  w as  h ire d  to  
d o  th e  c o o k in g . T h e re  w as  a  c u r io u s  fe llow ! 
E ach  t im e  h e  f in is h e d  c o o k in g  fo r  th e  m a s te r  
a n d  m is tre s s ,  h e 'd  e a t a  b it  o f lu n c h  a n d  lie  
d o w n  on  th e  b e n c h  an d  s ta r t  w h is tlin g . 
T h e re  h e 'd  lie , w h is t l in g  o n  a n d  on, an d  
th e n  s u d d e n ly  h e 'd  s in g  o u t, m ak in g  a 
h ig h , s h r i l l  so u n d , l ik e  a r o o s te r  c ro w in g . H e 
c a re d  n o t a b it  a b o u t o u r  tro u b le s ;  h e 'd  o n ly  
a s k  s o m e tim e s , " W e re  y o u  b e a te n  to d a y ? "  
a d d in g , " I t  c a n 't  b e  a n y  o th e r  w a y  — th a t 's  
w h a t s e rv ic e  is a ll  a b o u t."

N a z a r  h a d  n e v e r  b e e n  q u ite  th e  sam e  ag a in ; 
h e  k in d  of w ilte d , b u t he  k e p t  o n  jo k in g : 
" I f  I g o t s o m e b o d y  fo r  a s e rv a n t  a s in g le  
d ay , I 'd  m a k e  s u re  h e  re m e m b e re d  it as long  
as  h e  l iv e d !"

T h e  m is tre s s  p r a is e d  th a t  c o o k  h ig h ly , 
s a y in g  h e  w as  a m ig h ty  d e c e n t fe llo w  w ho  
t r e a te d  h e r  w ith  a ll  d u e  re sp e c t. H e w as  
c e r ta in ly  s o m e th in g  to  se e  w h e n  h e  s to o d  
b e fo re  h e r , as s tif f  as a  ra m ro d , h is  a rm s 
p in n e d  to  h is  s id e s  a n d  h is  e y e s  f ix ed  on  h e r  
face . "I t r ie d  to  c a tc h  th e  s p o tte d  p ig ; th e  
s p o t te d  p ig  r a n  o ff in to  th e  w e e d s ; so  I w e n t 
a f te r  th e  b la c k  p ig , c a u g h t th e  b la c k  p ig , 
k i l le d  th e  b la c k  p ig , ro a s te d  th e  b la c k  p ig ..."
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H e 'd  r a t t le  it  o ff a n d  w a it  fo r  th e  m is tre s s  to  
s a y  so m e th in g , h is  e y e s  b lin k in g ...

T he  m is tre s s  w o u ld  te l l  h im , t im e  a n d  
ag a in :

"G ood! V e ry  g ood ! I t 's  a ll  g o o d ! B ut m in d  
y o u , d o n 't  g e t s la c k  h e re  a m o n g  m y  lazy  
ra b b le ."

" I 'd  n e v e r  do  th a t , M a d a m !"
H e 'd  b o w  lo w  to  h e r , fa ce  r ig h t, fa ce  le ft, 

sm a c k  h is  h e e ls  a n d  m a rc h  o u t —  b a c k  to  
th e  b e n c h  a n d  m o re  w h is t l in g .

"D am n  y o u !"  I s n a r le d  a t h im  o n ce . 
" W ill  y o u  n e v e r  s to p  th a t  w h is tl in g ?  H e re  
w e  a re , g r ie v in g , m o u rn in g , su f fe r in g , a n d  
y o u ..."

"D o n 't  fre t!  I t  i s n 't  c a lle d  s e rv ic e  fo r  
n o th in g . L ook  h o w  m a n y  te e th  I 'v e  g o t le ft. 
L ost th e m  in  th e  a rm y . T h e re  w a s  a  c a p ta in  — 
u g h !"  H e ju s t  m o a n e d . " W h a t d id  y o u  th in k , 
a n y w a y ?  W h a t 's  th e  w a y  to  l iv e  in  th is  
w o rld ?  W h a t 's  th e  w a y  to  s e rv e  a n d  to  
p le a se ?  T h e y  b e a r  d o w n  o n  y o u  a n d  te a r  a t 
y o u , th e y  h o o t a n d  h o w l a t y o u , a n d  y o u  
b e t te r  ju s t  s ta n d  th e r e  a n d  d o n 't  d a re  b a t  an  
ey e lid !  N o, s ir!  G od  fo rb id !"

A n d  h e  w e n t  o n  w h is t l in g . P ro k ip  s u d d e n ly  
g o t so  m ad  h e  f lu n g  h is  p ip e  o n  th e  g ro u n d .

"E v en  o x e n  in  a  y o k e  b e llo w , a n d  h e re  
y o u  w a n t  g o o d  C h r is t ia n s  to  p u t  u p  w ith
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in ju s t ic e  a n d  a b u s e  a n d  n o t e v e n  s p e a k  up!" 
he  th u n d e re d  a t th e  s o ld ie r  w h o  s to p p e d  
w h is t l in g  a n d  g a p e d  a t P ro k ip  l ik e  h e  w as 
s e e in g  a  w h ite  c ro w . " I 'm  ju s t  n o t th a t  k in d  
of m a n ,"  P ro k ip  sa id . " W ith  m e i t 's  e i th e r  
w in  th e  s a d d le  o r  lo se  th e  h o rs e ."

" W ith  m e i t 's  ju s t  ru n  a w a y !"  N azar 
la u g h e d . "T h e  ro a d 's  m y  h o m e ."

"Y o u 'll  g e t c a u g h t!"  th e  s o ld ie r  c r ied , 
le a p in g  to  h is  fe e t. " T h e y 'l l  g e t y o u  a n d  th e n  
y o u 'r e  in  fo r  it!"

E v en  th o u g h  w e  h a d  p le n ty  on  o u r  m in d s , 
w e  a ll  b u r s t  o u t la u g h in g .

"A ll c a p ta in s  a r e n 't  f a s t ,"  sa id  N azar. 
"S om e m a y  t r ip  as th e y  ru n . Y ou  b e t te r  
te l l  m e  w h e re  to  ru n . I t  m a y  tu r n  o u t to  be 
ru n n in g  f ro m  b a d  to  w o rse . I t  m ig h t b e  lik e  
g e t t in g  f ro m  th e  f ry in g -p a n  in to  th e  f ire ..."

" G e n try , m a s te rs  e v e ry w h e re . . ,"  h e  b ro k e  
in to  a so n g  l ik e  h e 'd  s u d d e n ly  s tru c k  a 
b e ll.

X X X V II

A  y e a r  a f te r  w e  h a d  m o v ed , th e  o ld  
m is tre s s  d ied . S h e 'd  c lu n g  to  life  to  th e  end , 
th o u g h . S he  k e p t  p r a y in g  an d  re a d in g  th e  
S c r ip tu re s ,  a n d  h a d  h a d  p r a y e r s  s a id  fo r  h e r

91



in  c h u rc h e s . She a lso  h a d  c a n d le s  b u rn in g  a t 
th e  ic o n s  d a y  a n d  n ig h t;  a n d  o nce , w h e n  a 
c a n d le  w e n t  o u t, sh e  o r d e r e d  a  f lo g g in g  fo r 
th e  l i t t l e  g ir l  w h o m  s h e 'd  p u t th e r e  to  k e e p  
th e m  lit . " Y o u 're  a s in n e r ,"  sh e  sa id , "an d  
y o u 'v e  d o n e  h a rm  to  m y  s a lv a t io n , to o ."

X X X V III

O u r  m is tre s s  g r ie v e d  te r r ib ly ,  m o u rn in g  
h e r  g ra n d m o th e r .

" I 'm  a ll  a lo n e  in  th e  w o rld !  M y  p ro p e r ty ,  
to o , w ill  n o w  ru n  to  ru in ! I c a n 't  t a k e  c a re  
of e v e r y th in g  b y  m y s e lf ,"  sh e  to ld  th e  m a s te r . 
"A n d  I c a n 't  e x p e c t y o u  to  b e  of a n y  h e lp  
e ith e r .  Y o u  c e r ta in ly  w o n 't  a d d  to  o u r  
p o s s e s s io n s  —  if a n y th in g , y o u 'l l  s q u a n d e r  
w h a t l i t t le  w e  h a v e . Y o u  d o n 't  se e m  to  c a re  
th a t  G od  w ill  so o n  se n d  u s a c h ild . F o r th e  
s a k e  of o u r  ch ild , if n o t fo r  m e, m e n d  y o u r  
w ay s , d ea r!  L ea rn  to  m a n a g e  th in g s , k e e p  an  
e y e  on ' e v e ry th in g ,  b u t a b o v e  a ll, d o n 't  
sp o il th e  s e r f s !"

"F o r G o d 's  s a k e , d a r l in g , w h a t m a k e s  y o u  
sa y  su c h  th in g s?  T h e re 's  n o  n e e d  fo r  y o u  to  
w o r ry .  I 'l l  d o  e v e r y th in g  y o u  w a n t  m e  to , 
e v e r y th in g ! "  h e  t r i e d  to  r e a s s u r e  h e r .
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T h en  o n c e  h e  to ld  h e r , th in k in g  h e  w as  
g o in g  to  m a k e  h e r  h a p p y :

"S to p  b e in g  b u sy  fo r  a  w h ile , w ill  y o u , 
d a r l in g . L is te n  to  w h a t I 'm  g o in g  to  te ll  
y o u  —  I 'v e  a l r e a d y  c h o se n  a  g o d fa th e r  fo r  
o u r  c h ild ."

"W h o m  h a v e  y o u  c h o se n ? "  th e  m is tre s s  
im m e d ia te ly  d e m a n d e d .

"A  f r ie n d  of m ine . H e 's  r e a l ly  a f in e  fe llo w ."
"O h , G od! J u s t  a s  I th o u g h t  — a n o b o d y ! 

W e ll, I 'm  h a v in g  n o n e  o f th a t!  N o t o n  y o u r  
life  —  n e v e r ! "  A n d  sh e  b u r s t  in to  te a rs .

"D o n 't  c ry , d a r l in g !"  th e  m a s te r  b e g g e d  
h e r . " I t  m ig h t m a k e  y o u  sick ! A ll r ig h t, w e  
w o n 't  h a v e  h im  as g o d fa th e r  —  I 'l l  te l l  h im  
I 'm  s o r r y  a n d  th a t  w ill  b e  it. T e ll m e w h o m  
y o u  w a n t, a n d  I 'l l  go  a n d  a s k  h im ."

"Y o u  s h o u ld  a sk  th e  c o lo n e l, w h o  e lse ? "
"So th e  c o lo n e l it  w ill  be . I 'l l  go  to  h im  

to m o r ro w . W e ll, d a r l in g , I 'm  s o r r y  I 'v e  
a n n o y e d  y o u ."

" T h a t 's  ju s t  it, y o u  d o n 't  c a re  fo r  m e a t 
a ll, y o u  o n ly  m a k e  m e a n g ry ."

" D a rlin g !"  th e  m a s te r  sp o k e  so f tly . "T ry  
to  c a r e  fo r  m e as w e ll. A ll y o u  do  is ge t 
a n g ry , sh o u t, q u a r r e l ,  a n d  I h o p ed . ." A nd  
h e  s u d d e n ly  b u r s t  o u t in  lo u d  so b s. T he 
m is tre s s  ru s h e d  to  h im : " W h a t 's  th e  m a tte r?  
W h y ? "  She t r ie d  to  ta k e  h is  h a n d s , b u t he

93



p re s s e d  th e m  to  h is  face  a n d  c o n tin u e d  
s o b b in g . S he s p o k e  to  h im , k is s e d  h im  an d  
e m b ra c e d  h im , b u t  it  to o k  h e r  q u i te  a  w h ile  
to  c a lm  h im  d o w n . "T e ll m e  w h y  y o u  c ried ! 
P le a se !"  sh e  a s k e d  h im .

"I d o n 't  r e a l ly  k n o w , d e a r ,"  h e  sa id , t r y ­
in g  to  sm ile . "S o m e th in g  c a m e  o v e r  m e. I 
d o n 't  fe e l to o  w e ll. A n y h o w , d o n 't  le t it 
b o th e r  y o u . W e ll , th a t  w a s  r e a l ly  tu n n y , 
w a s n 't  it, m e c ry in g  l ik e  a  c h ild ? "  B ut he  
s ig h e d .

" M a y b e  y o u  th in k  I d o n 't  lo v e  y o u  a n y  
m o re ? "  th e  m is t r e s s  sa id .

"Y o u  c e r ta in ly  d o ."
"Y o u  k n o w  I do! B ut w e  ju s t  c a n 't  s it  

a ro u n d  to g e th e r  a ll  th e  tim e . W e 'v e  w o rk  to  
do , d a r l in g !"  S he  k is s e d  h im .

N e x t m o rn in g , th e  m a s te r  w e n t  to  a s k  th e  
c o lo n e l.

X X X IX

T he m is t r e s s  g a v e  b i r th  to  a  b o y . L o ts o f 
p e o p le  tu r n e d  u p  fo r  th e  c h r is te n in g - p a r ty  
w h ic h  w a s  q u i te  la v ish . T h e  c o lo n e l, w h o  h a d  
a g re e d  to  b e  th e  g o d fa th e r , ro d e  in  n o is i ly  
in  a  c a r r ia g e  d ra w n  b y  g ra y  h o rs e s  w ith  
j in g l in g  b e lls . H e  w a s  a  s to u t  m an  w ith  a 
ro u n d  re d  face  w h o  t r ie d  to  k e e p  h is  sh o u l-
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d e r s  s q u a re  a n d  w a s  c o n s ta n t ly  tw is t in g  up  
h is  m u s ta c h e  w ith  h is  r ig h t  h a n d  w h ile  h is  
le f t  w as  b u s y  s u p p o r t in g  h is  s a b e r .

I w as  o n ly  to o  g la d  to  f in d  m y se lf  less  
o c c u p ie d  fo r  a w h ile , so  I ra n  o u t to  P ro k ip . 
W e  w e re  s ta n d in g  n e a r  th e  p o rch , ta lk in g , 
w h e n  th e  m a s te r  s u d d e n ly  tu rn e d  up, lo o k in g  
p r e t ty  c h e e rfu l , ju s t as h e 'd  b e e n  b a c k  w h en  
h e  w as  c o u r t in g  th e  m is tre s s .
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" W h y  a re  y o u  s ta n d in g  h e re  to g e th e r? "  h e  
la u g h e d . "T a lk in g ? "

A n d  P ro k ip  s a id  to  h im :
"L et m e m a r r y  th is  g ir l , s ir ! "
"A ll r ig h t ,  go  a n d  m a r r y  h e r . Y ou  h a v e  m y  

p e rm is s io n . M a r r y  an d  b e  h a p p y ."
" W h a t  a b o u t th e  m is tre s s ? "  P ro k ip  

a sk e d .
T he  m a s te r  s ig h e d  a n d  b e c a m e  th o u g h tfu l . 

T h e n  h e  sa id :
"C o m e  w ith  m e. T a k e  h e r  h a n d , P ro k ip ."
H e w e n t in s id e  a n d  P ro k ip  led  m e a f te r  

h im , sq u e e z in g  m y  h an d .
" D a r lin g ,"  th e  m a s te r  sa id . " I 'v e  b ro u g h t  

y o u  a  y o u n g  c o u p le . H o w  do  y o u  l ik e  th e m ? "
T he  ro o m  w a s  p a c k e d  fu ll w ith  g u e s ts . 

T he  c o lo n e l w a s  th e re , to o , s t r o l l in g  u p  a n d  
d o w n  a m o n g  th em , a s  v a in  a s  a  p e a c o c k , g ig ­
g lin g  q u ie tly .

T h e  m is tre s s  w a s  s i t t in g  in  an  a rm c h a ir . 
She sh o t u s a  g la n c e  a n d  tu rn e d  a w a y . H e r 
m e r r y  sm ile  s u d d e n ly  v a n is h e d , a n d  sh e  
lo o k e d  up  a t th e  m a s te r  a n g r i ly .  " W h a t  is 
th is  a l l  a b o u t? "  sh e  a sk e d .

P ro k ip  b o w e d  to  h e r  a n d  p le a d e d .
" I 'v e  a l r e a d y  g iv e n  th e m  m y  p e rm is s io n ,"  

th e  m a s te r  sa id . "G iv e  th e m  y o u r s  to o , m y  
d e a r . T he  L o rd  h a s  m a d e  us h a p p y , so  le t 
th e m  a lso  b e  h a p p y !"
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T h e  m is t r e s s  s a id  n o th in g , b it in g  h e r  lip . 
T h e n  th e  c o lo n e l in te r r u p te d  a n d  b e llo w e d , 
l ik e  h e  w a s  b lo w in g  a  t ru m p e t:

" A r e n 't  th e y  a  g o o d  m a tch , th e  lu c k y  
d e v ils !  D o n 't  th e y  lo o k  fin e , th e  tw o  o f them ? 
W h y , w e  c e r ta in ly  s h o u ld  m a r ry  th e m  off, 
m y  d e a r  r e la t iv e ! ' ' T h e n  h e  a s k e d  m e, "Y ou  
w a n t  to  g e t m a r r ie d ? "  H e  a lso  w a n te d  to  w in k  
a t  m e, b u t  w h e n  h e  d ro p p e d  h is  e y e lid , it 
s ta y e d  d o w n , b e c a u se  h e 'd  h a d  to o  m u c h  to  
d r in k .

A ll th e  r e s t  r e p e a te d  a f te r  h im :
" M a r r y  th e m  off, o h  y es! D id  y o u  h e a r  w h a t 

C o lo n e l th e  g o d fa th e r  s a id  —  th e y 'r e  a  g o o d  
m a tc h !"

A t la s t  th e  m is tre s s  sa id :
" W e ll ,  le t  i t  b e ."
W e  w e re  o u t o f th e r e  so  fa s t w e  h a rd ly  

k n e w  w h a t  w e  w e re  d o in g . W e  d id  n o t e v e n  
th in k  o f a n y  p re p a ra t io n s ;  w e  ju s t  ru s h e d  to  
th e  p r ie s t  a n d  g o t  m a r r ie d  th e r e  a n d  th e n  so  
th a t  th e  m is tr e s s  c o u ld n 't  s to p  us.

S he w a s  fu r io u s  w ith  th e  m a s te r .
"Y o u  c e r ta in ly  le t  m e  d o w n ,"  sh e  sc o ld e d  

h im . " I  ju s t  c a n 't  fo rg iv e  y o u  th is , th e  w a y  
y o u  e m b a r r a s s e d  m e!"  S he a lso  th re a te n e d  
m e, "Y o u  w a it, I 'l l  s h o w  y o u !"

L et h e r  sh o w  m e a n y th in g  n o w , I th o u g h t 
to  m y se lf . W e  w e re  a l r e a d y  m a rr ie d , a n y w a y .
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A n d  I w a s  so  g la d  I c o u ld  s p e a k  o p e n ly  to  
h im  n o w  a n d  lo o k  a t  h im  w h e n e v e r  I fe lt  
l ik e  it, b e c a u se  h e  w a s  a l r e a d y  m in e .

XL

I r e m a in e d  th e  m is t r e s s 's  m a id . I f  a n y th in g , 
sh e  w as  e v e n  w o rs e , w e a r in g  m e  o u t t i l l  m y  
b lo o d  b o ile d  a n d  te a s in g  m e a ll  th e  tim e : 
"W e ll?  H o w  d o  y o u  l ik e  it  b e in g  m a rr ie d ?  
Is  i t  a n y  e a s ie r  n o w ? "  A t t im e s , i t  w a s  so  
d if f ic u lt  th a t  I m ig h t h a v e  ru n  a w a y  f ro m  it 
a ll, h a d  I n o t  h a d  m y  h u s b a n d  to  k e e p  u p  m y  
s p ir i t s .  W h e n  w e  w e re  to g e th e r ,  I fe l t  so  
h a p p y  th a t  I b a n is h e d  a ll  m y  t r o u b le s  f ro m  
m y  m in d . O n ly  m y  h u s b a n d  w a s  b e c o m in g  
g lo o m ie r  a ll  th e  tim e , a n d  it m a d e  m y  h e a r t  
b le e d .

" D o n 't  y o u  lo v e  m e a n y  m o re , P ro k ip ? "
H e  w o u ld  th e n  d ra w  m e c lo s e  a n d  lo o k  in to  

m y  e y e s  so  lo v in g ly  th a t  I f e l t  a s  th o u g h  I 
w e re  g ro w in g  w in g s .

"T h e n  w h y  a r e  y o u  so  sad , P ro k ip ?  A r e n 't  
w e  to g e th e r  fo r e v e r  n o w ? "

"M y  d a r lin g !  I t  w a s  h a rd  e n o u g h  w ith o u t  
y o u , b u t w ith  y o u  i t 's  e v e n  h a rd e r .  J u s t  th in k  
th a t  e v e r y  h o u r  G od  se n d s  u s  m a y  b r in g  y o u  
m o re  t o r tu r e  a n d  a b u s e  —  is n 't  i t  c ru e l?
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A n d  I c a n 't  p ro te c t  y o u  e ith e r . I t 's  to u g h , 
U s tin a "

" W e 'l l  so m e h o w  c a r r y  o n  to g e th e r ,  P ro k ip . 
A n y w a y , I th in k  i t 's  e a s ie r  to g e th e r ."

"Y o u  m a y  b e  r ig h t  th e re , s w e e tie -p ie ."  
T h e n  h e 'd  sm ile  a n d  s a y  s o m e th in g  to  

s o o th e  m e. I t  g la d d e n e d  m y  h e a r t  to  see  h im  
sm ilin g  a n d  a  b i t  m o re  c h e e rfu l .

X LI

W e  so m e h o w  b o re  o u r  t ro u b le s  a n d  w o es  
u n ti l  th e  fa ll. T h e n  it  h a p p e n e d ...

O n e  d a y  w e  w e re  sh a k in g  a p p le s  o ff th e  
t r e e s  in  th e  g a rd e n  a n d  g a th e r in g  th e m  in  
b a s k e ts .  M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  u p  a  t re e , w o rk in g  
a n d  s h o o tin g  g la n c e s  d o w n  a t  m e fro m  th e  
b ra n c h e s . T h e  o ld  w o m a n  g o t t i r e d  a n d  sa t 
d o w n  to  h a v e  so m e  re s t.

"T h e  g o o d  s u m m e r ’s g o n e  a l r e a d y ,"  sh e  
sa id . "T he  su n  is  s t i l l  sh in in g  b u t it  d o e s n 't  
w a rm  y o u  u p  a n y  m o re ."  She lo o k e d  a ro u n d .

"U s tin a , d e a r ,"  sh e  sa id . " A re n 't  th e re  
so m e  c h i ld re n  w a tc h in g  fro m  b e h in d  th a t  
fe n c e ? "

T h e re  w e re .
"W e ll, c h i ld re n ,"  th e  o ld  w o m an  sa id . 

" I  th in k  I c a n  g u e ss  w h a t  y o u 'v e  com e fo r ."
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T he c h i ld r e n  d id n 't  s a y  a n y th in g , b u t c a s t 
f u r t iv e  g la n c e s  a t th e  b a s k e ts .

"C o m e o v e r  h e re , b o y s ,"  sh e  sa id . "Г11 g iv e  
y o u  o n e  e a c h ."

T h e  c h i ld re n  s c a m p e re d  r ig h t  in to  th e  
g a rd e n . T h e y  b u n c h e d  u p  a ll  ro u n d  h e r  l ik e  
s p a r ro w s  in  a  n e s t, a n d  sh e  b u s i ly  h a n d e d  
o u t th e  a p p le s . T h e  c h i ld r e n  k ic k e d  u p  a  d in  —  
y o u  k n o w  h o w  c h i ld re n  a re . T hen , o u t o f th e  
b lu e , th e  m is t r e s s 's  v o ic e  th u n d e re d :

" W h a t  is th is ? "
T h e  c h i ld r e n  w e re  te r r i f ie d .  S om e c r ie d , 

o th e r s  s c a m p e re d  off. M y  h e a r t  th ro b b e d  
to o .

" I 'v e  b e e n  g iv in g  a p p le s  to  th o s e  c h i ld re n ,"  
th e  o ld  w o m a n  c a lm ly  e x p la in e d .

"Y ou! H o w  d a re  y o u ? "  th e  m is tre s s  
s c re a m e d , h e r  e n t i r e  b o d y  sh a k in g . "Y ou, 
m y  se rf , h a v e  b e e n  s te a l in g  m y  p ro p e r ty !  
Y o u 're  a th ie f !"

"M e  —  a  th ie f? "  th e  o ld  w o m a n  s ta m m e re d , 
H e r fa ce  tu r n e d  as w h ite  a s  a  s h e e t, h e r  e y e s  
m o is te n e d , a n d  te a r s  ro l le d  o u t o f th em .

"Y o u 'll  s te a l  no  m o re !"  s h o u te d  th e  m is ­
tr e s s .  " I 'v e  k e p t  a n  e y e  o n  y o u  lo n g  e n o u g h , 
b u t n o w  I 'v e  g o t y o u . G iv in g  a w a y  y o u r  
m a s te r 's  a p p le s !"

" I 'v e  n e v e r  s to le n  a  th in g  in  m y  life ,"  th e  
o ld  w o m a n  sa id , h e r  v o ic e  a l r e a d y  ca lm , o n ly
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w ith  a  s l ig h t  q u a v e r .  "T he  m a s te r  a lw a y s  
le t  u s d o  it. H e  h im se lf  u se d  to  g iv e  a p p le s  
to  th e  c h ild re n . G od  se n d s  e n o u g h  f ru i t  fo r 
a ll. J u s t  lo o k  a t th e m  —  a r e n 't  th e r e  e n o u g h  
le f t fo r  y o u ? "

"S h u t u p !"  th e  m is tr e s s  y e lp e d , ju m p in g  o n  
h e r .

I h e a rd  th e  b ra n c h e s  ru s t le .  M y  h u sb a n d  
w a s  p e e r in g  d o w n  th ro u g h  th e  le a v e s , an d  
th e r e  w a s  a  t e r r ib le  e x p re s s io n  on  h is  face. 
I b e g g e d  h im  w ith  m y  ey e s .

"T h ief! T h ie f!"  th e  m is tre s s  b a rk e d  a t th e  
o ld  w o m a n , c la w in g  h e r  s h o u ld e r  a n d  p u sh in g  
h e r  h a rd .

" W h a t  y o u 'r e  s a y in g  is n o t  fa ir! I 'm  no  
th ie f , M ad am ! I 'v e  b e e n  h o n e s t  a ll  m y  life , 
M a d a m !"

" A re  y o u  ta lk in g  b a c k ? "  A n d  th e  m is tre s s 's  
h a n d  fe ll  l ik e  a n  a x  —  d o w n  o n to  th e  o ld  
w o m a n 's  face! T he  o ld  w o m a n  sw a y e d  on  
h e r  fe e t; I ru s h e d  o v e r  to  h e r , th e  m is tre s s  
to  m e, m y  h u s b a n d  to  th e  m is tre s s .

"T h a n k  y o u , m y  d e a r ,"  th e  o ld  w o m a n  s p o k e  
to  m e. "D o n 't  w o r r y  n ow , d o n 't  a n g e r  th e  
m is t r e s s ."  B ut th e  m is tre s s  h a d  a l re a d y  
se iz e d  m e  b y  th e  h a ir .

"E n o u g h , M ad am , e n o u g h ,"  m y  h u sb a n d  
th u n d e re d , g ra b b in g  h e r  a rm s . "Y o u  w o n 't  
be  d o in g  th a t  a n y  m o re ! N e v e r !"
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T he m is tre s s  w a s  so  b e w ild e re d  sh e  o n ly  
g a sp e d  c ra z ily :

"W h a t?  H ow ? E h?"
T h en , as so o n  as sh e  r e c o v e r e d  a  b it, sh e  

flu n g  h e r s e l f  o n  P ro k ip . B ut h e  k e p t  h e r  
a w a y , sa y in g , "N o , e n o u g h !"

A t th is  p o in t  s h e  s c re a m e d . P e o p le  c am e  
ru n n in g  a n d  ju s t  s to o d  th e r e  g a p in g  a t us. 
T he m a s te r , to o , cam e  te a r in g  a lo n g , a s  fa s t 
as h is  le g s  w o u ld  c a r r y  h im .

" W h a t 's  th e  m a tte r? "
M y  h u s b a n d  le t  go  o f th e  m is tre s s .
" T h a t 's  w h a t  y o u r  g o o d  p e o p le  a r e  r e a l ly  

lik e !"  T h e  m is t r e s s  c o u ld  b a r e ly  sp e a k . 
"T h a n k  y o u ! W h y  d o n 't  y o u  s a y  so m e th in g ? "  
sh e  sh o u te d . " I 'v e  n e a r ly  h a d  m y  a rm s  b ro k e n  
a n d  y o u  d o n 't  s a y  a  w o rd !"

" W h a t 's  b e e n  g o in g  o n  h e re ? "  th e  m a s te r  
a s k e d  w o r r ie d ly ,  tu r n in g  to  a ll  s id e s .

T h e  m is t r e s s  s ta r te d  te l l in g  h im . T h e  o ld  
w o m a n  h a d  ro b b e d  h e r , a n d  th e n  e v e r y b o d y  
h a d  a c tu a l ly  t r i e d  to  k i l l  h e r  —  it w a s  a  
p r e t ty  w ild  s to r y  sh e  to ld . S he w as  s o b b in g , 
s c re a m in g  a n d  c u rs in g  so  m u c h  th a t  th e  
m a s te r  a ls o  f le w  in to  a  ra g e . H e  ru s h e d  o v e r  
to  m y  h u sb a n d .

"Y ou  m u rd e re r ! "
"S tan d  w h e re  y o u  a re , s i r ! "  P ro k ip  to ld  

h im  g r im ly .
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"I  se e ,"  th e  m a s te r  sa id . "T h is  p la c e  is to o  
sm a ll fo r  y o u . J u s t  w a it:  y o u 'l l  g e t a  ch an ce  
to  ru n  as  w ild  a s  y o u  l ik e  in  th e  a rm y ."

T he  m is tr e s s  s ta r te d  s q u e a lin g :
"G et h im  in  th e  a rm y , o h  yes! T h e y 'r e  

c o n s c r ip t in g  p e o p le  in  to w n  n o w  —  m a rc h  
h im  o ff th e r e  r ig h t  a w a y !"

"G et h im !"  th e  m a s te r  s n a p p e d  a t th e  m en. 
"T ie  h is  h a n d s !"

P ro k ip  d id n 't  re s is t ;  h e  ju s t  h e ld  o u t h is  
h a n d s  a n d  e v e n  sm ile d .

A m id  a ll  th a t  h u l la b a lo o  N a z a r  c a u tio n e d  
m e:

"D o n 't  g e t s c a re d , sw e e tie !  A n d  s to p  
c ry in g . I t  c a n 't  g e t a n y  w o rse . T h o u g h  I 'm  
n o t s u re  if it  c a n  g e t a n y  b e t te r ,  e i th e r ."

X L II

T h e y  to o k  P ro k ip  to  th e  o u te r  h o u se  an d  
p la c e d  a  g u a rd  a t th e  d o o r . M e n  s ta r te d  g e ttin g  
a  w a g o n  r e a d y . N a z a r  g o t o u t a n o th e r  c a r ­
r ia g e  fo r  th e  m a s te r .

M y  h u s b a n d  w as  s i le n t  fo r  a  f a ir ly  lo n g  
t im e  a n d  th e n  sa id :

"U s tin a ! S it d o w n  h e re  b e s id e  m e ."
" W h a t  h a v e  y o u  d o n e , d a r lin g ?  Do y o u  

k n o w  w h a t y o u 'v e  d o n e ? "  I sa id .
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"I  k n o w . Y o u 'l l  b e  f r e e  —  th a t 's  w h a t I 'v e  
d o n e . Y o u 're  g o in g  to  b e  fre e , U s tin a !"  * 

" f r e e , ” I sa id , " b u t w i th o u t  y o u !” S u d ­
d e n ly  I f e l t  so  b i t te r !
—" F re e !” h e  sh o u te d . "F ree ! W h e n  y o u 'r e  

fre e , y o u  a r e n 't  a f r a id  o f a n y th in g  —  a n y  
tro u b le s ,  a n y  m is fo r tu n e s . I f  I w e re  f re e  
I 'd  d o  a n y th in g , I 'd  m o v e  h e a v e n  a n d  e a r th . 
B ut fo r  a  s e rf , n o  m a t te r  h o w  lu c k y , a n y th in g  
g o o d  tu rn s  o u t fo r  th e  w o r s e .”

T h e  w a g o n  f in a l ly  r a t t le d  in  th e  y a rd . 
P ro k ip  w a s  le d  o u t. I a lso  c lim b e d  on , w e a r in g  
ju s t  w h a t  I h a d  o n  m e. T h e  o ld  w o m a n  
b le s s e d  b o th  o f u s: "M a y  M o th e r  o f G od  h e lp  
y o u , m y  c h i ld r e n !” T e a rs  r a n  s m o o th ly  f ro m  
h e r  g e n tle  e y e s .

T h e  w a g o n  sp e d  off. I w o n d e re d  w h y  th e  
m is tre s s  h a d n 't  r e m e m b e re d  a b o u t  m e w h e n  
s h e 'd  la s t  ta lk e d  to  th e  m a s te r  b e fo re  w e  
le ft. I b e t  sh e  w o u ld n 't  h a v e  le t  m e  go  if 
sh e  had!

W e  ro d e  in  s ile n c e , h o ld in g  h a n d s . I  
d id n 't  c r y  o r  c o m p la in ; o n ly  m y  h e a r t  
f lu t te r e d , i t  k e p t  b e a t in g  so  fast!

* Under the law, con scrip ts and their w iv es  
w ere released from  bondage
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A s w e  re a c h e d  th e  to w n  th e  m a s te r 's  
c a r r ia g e  o v e r to o k  u s r r a is in g  d u s t. W e  en-. 
te r e d  th e  to w n , r a t t le d  a lo n g  so m e  s t r e e ts  a t 
a  p r e t ty  fa s t p ace , a n d  p u lle d  u p  a t a  ta l l  
b u ild in g .

P ro k ip  le t  go  o f m y  h a n d . "D o n 't g r ie v e , 
U s tin a ,"  h e  sa id . T h e y  to o k  h im  to  th e  
c o n s c r ip t  b o a rd . I s a n k  o n to  th e  s te p s  a n d  s a t  
th e re ,  as I w o u ld  a t a  g ra v e .

"D o n 't f r e t ,"  N a z a r  sa id . " N o th in g 's  so  b a d  
th a t  i t  m ig h t h a v e  b e e n  w o rse . B ut th e n  
a g a in , b a d  is th e  b e s t ."  H is  h a ir , h o w e v e r ,  
a l r e a d y  w a s  f le c k e d  w ith  g r a y  h e re  a n d  
th e re ,  a s  th o u g h  s t r e w n  w ith  sn o w . T h e re  h e  
w as, t r y in g  to  c h e e r  m e  up; b u t it w a s  p la in  
th a t  n o th in g  c o u ld  c h e e r  h im  u p  n o w .

T h e n  P ro k ip  w a s  le d  b a c k  o u t. G o o d  
’h e a v e n s !  M y  h e a r t  m is s e d  a  b e a t, b u t h e  
lo o k e d  h a p p y  as  a t a n  E a s te r  p a r ty .

X L III

I s ta y e d  w ith  P ro k ip  in  to w n . T h e  tim e  w e  
s p e n t  th e r e  to g e th e r  f la s h e d  b y  l ik e  a  s h o o t ­
in g  s ta r ,  h u b  I 'l l  r e m e m b e r  i t  a s  lo n g  as  I liv e .

M y  h u s b a n d  w a s  im m e d ia te ly  h a n d e d  o v e r  
to  a  s o ld ie r  fo r  m il i ta r y  d r i l l .  T h a t s o ld ie r  
w a s  a  ta l l  m a n  w ith  b la c k  e y e s , a n d  h is  h a i r
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a n d  m u s ta c h e  w e re  b r i s t ly  in  a  b ru s h l ik e  w ay . 
H e h e ld  h im s e lf  s t r a ig h t  as h e  w a lk e d , s p o k e  
in  a  b o o m in g  v o ic e  a n d  h a d  a  r a th e r  p ro u d  
m a n n e r .

W e  b o w e d  to  h im , b u t  h e  d id n 't  s a y  a n y ­
th in g , o n ly  e y e d  P ro k ip  g r im ly . P ro k ip . g a v e  
h im  so m e  m o n e y :

" I 'm  s o r r y ,  s ir ,  if th a t 's  to o  l i t t le , b u t a 
s e r f  n e v e r  g e ts  q u i te  r ic h , y o u  k n o w ."

T h e  s o ld ie r  c o u g h e d  a n d  sp a t.
"A ll r ig h t ,"  h e  sa id .
"L e t's  w a lk  a  b it  a ro u n d  th e  to w n , U s tin a ,"  

P ro k ip  s a id  to  m e. So w e  w e n t fo r  a  w a lk . 
W e  s t r o l le d  a lo n g  th o s e  s t r e e ts  a n d  a lle y s  
a n d  h e  a s k e d  m e n o w  a n d  th en , "T e ll m e, 
U s tin a , d o  y o u  re a liz e  y o u 'r e  a l r e a d y  a  f re e  
w o m a n ? "  H e 'd  sm ile  a n d  p e e r  in to  m y  ey es . 
A n d  w o r r ie d  a n d  s o r ro w fu l  as I w as, I 'd  
s m ile  b a c k , fe e lin g  a lm o s t h a p p y  in  a w ay .

I fo u n d  a  sm a ll h o u s e  w h o se  o w n e r  sa id  
s h e 'd  ta k e  lo d g e rs , b u t w e  h a d  no  m o n e y  an d  
n o  w a y  to  g e t  a n y  e i th e r .  W e  h a d  n o th in g  w e  
c o u ld  se ll. A ll I h a d  I 'd  le f t  b e h in d . I t  
w a s n 't  m u c h  a n y h o w  —  a  few  b lo u se s , a 
c o u p le  o f s k i r t s  a n d  a  s h e e p s k in  co a t. To ta k e  
it a l l  a lo n g  w h e n  w e  w e re  le a v in g  w a s  th e  
la s t  th in g  I th o u g h t  a b o u t, a n d  la te r  th e  
m is tr e s s  w o u ld n 't  le t  m e h a v e  it. So n o w  
I th o u g h t  I 'd  lo o k  a ro u n d  to  se e  w h a t w o rk
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I c o u ld  p ic k  up . P ro k ip  a n d  I ta lk e d  it  o v e r  
a n d  w e n t  to  s p e a k  to  th e  o w n e r . W e  to ld  
h e r  a ll  a b o u t  th e  s i tu a t io n  w e  w e re  in  a n d  
a s k e d  if s h e 'd  ta k e  u s  if  w e  p a id  b y  th e  d ay .

" A ll r ig h t ,” sh e  sa id . "A s lo n g  a s  y o u  h a v e  
m o n e y , y o u  c a n  p a y  m e d a ily , a n d  I c a n  
w a it  w h e n  y o u  d o n 't .”

So w e  m o v e d  r ig h t  in .

X L IV

O u r la n d la d y  w a s  a n  o ld  w id o w , a ffa b le , 
g e n ia l, a n d  t e r r i b ly  c h a t ty .  S h e 'd  k e e p  
ta lk in g  o n  a n d  on , a l l  a b o u t h e r  t r o u b le  
w h ic h  w a s  th a t  a l l  h e r  fo lk s  h a d  d ie d  off, 
le a v in g  h e r  a ll  a lo n e  in  th e  w o r ld . S he  a lso  
s ig h e d  e v e r y  so  o f te n  a n d  w o u ld  s h e d  a  few  
te a r s  to o . S he s h e d  lo ts  o f th e m  o n  o u r  
a c c o u n t a lso ; s h e 'd  s i t  th e r e  a n d  l is te n  to  u s  
ta lk , a n d  th e n  s h e 'd  s t a r t  c ry in g  a n d  s a y in g  
th a t  th e r e  w e  w e re  —  a  f in e  c o u p le  w i th  
e v e r y th in g  s e e m in g ly  id e a l  a n d  w h o  sh o u ld  
h a v e  l iv e d  h a p p i ly  w i th o u t  a  c a re  in  th e  
w o r ld ...  S h e 'd  ju s t  k e e p  o n  c ry in g  a n d  th e r e  
w a s  n o  s to p p in g  h e r . S h e 'd  o n ly  s to p  w h e n  
th e  s o ld ie r  c am e  a ro u n d  a n d  g ro w le d , " I  se e  
th e  w id o w 's  b e e n  m o p in g  a g a in !” S he  w a s  
s l ig h t ly  a f r a id  o f h im , b e c a u s e  h e  lo o k e d  l ik e
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a  m a n  w h o  w o u ld n 't  l ik e  b e in g  a sk e d  a b o u t 
so m e th in g  o r  e v e n  s p o k e n  to .

" J u s t  w h a t k in d  of m an  is  th a t! "  s h e 'd  say . 
"H e 's  a lw a y s  so  s te r n  a n d  g r im  —  m ay  G od 
s a v e  us f ro m  th e  l ik e s  o f h im ! D id n 't  h e  e v e r  
h a v e  a  fa m ily  o r  w h a t?  G od  k n o w s!"

I w o u ld  g e t u p  q u i te  e a r ly  a n d  ru n  to  th e  
w o rk  I fo u n d . A n d  I w o u ld  co m e  b a c k  la te , 
b r in g in g  so m e  m o n e y . A n d  I w as  a lw a y s  
h a p p y  to  go  b a c k  h o m e . P ro k ip  w o u ld  com e 
o u t to  m e e t m e o n  m y  w a y  b ack . H e 'd  ta k e  
m y  h a n d  a n d  sq u e e z e  i t  f i rm ly  a n d  lo v in g ly , 
a n d  h e 'd  a sk  m e so f tly , "T ired , U s tin a ? "

XLV

O n e  e v e n in g  w e  a ll  s a t  th e r e  to g e th e r  — 
th e  s o ld ie r  o n  th e  b e n c h , sm o k in g  a  p ip e , o u r  
la n d la d y  b y  th e  w in d o w , a n d  P ro k ip  an d  
I n e a rb y . N o n e  of u s sp o k e . T h e n  w e  h e a rd  a 
r a t - t a t  a t  th e  d o o r , a n d  a  v o ic e  b o o m e d  ou t, 
"G o o d  e v e n in g !"  I t  w a s  N aza r, o f a ll p eo p le !

H e  c am e  in  a n d  s to o d  in  f ro n t  o f us, h is  
h e a d  n e a r ly  r e a c h in g  th e  ce ilin g . H e h ad  a 
p ip e  b e tw e e n  h is  te e th , a n d  h is  th ic k  c u r ly  
h a ir  h a d  g ra y e d  c o n s id e ra b ly .

"M a y  G od  h e lp  th e  m is tre s s  an d  a ll of 
y o u !"
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"T h a n k  yo u ! W e 'l l  b e  p ro u d  to  h a v e  y o u  
w ith  u s ,"  th e  w id o w  s a id  to  h im .

" W h e re  o n  e a r th  h a v e  y o u  co m e  fro m , 
N a z a r? "  P ro k ip  a s k e d  h im . "Y o u  se e m  to  h a v e  
s p ru n g  o u t o f n o w h e re ."

" W h e re  I c o m e  f ro m  th in g s  a r e  so  n ic e  it 
m a k e s  y o u  w a n t to  t r a v e l  a  b i t ,"  h e  sa id .

T h e  s o ld ie r  f id g e te d  a n d  c a s t a  g la n c e  a t 
th e  d o o r .

" W h y  a re  y o u  e d g y , m is te r  so ld ie r?  I 'm  
of th e  sa m e  fa ith , if th a t  m a k e s  m e f i t  to  h o ld  
y o u  c o m p a n y ."

B ut th e  s o ld ie r  k e p t  s ta r in g  a t th e  d o o r  a n d  
th e  w in d o w s .

" I  se e  y o u 'r e  a  f r i s k y  fe llo w . Is  th e r e  so m e  
w in d  y o u  w a n t  to  c a tc h  w i th  a  n e t  o u t in  th e  
s te p p e ?  W e ll , y o u 'r e  a  s te p p e  m an , to o  —  
th a t 's  w h a t  y o u  lo o k  to  m e, a n y w a y . So y o u  
o u g h t to  k n o w  b e t t e r  th a n  t r y in g  to  c a tc h  
th a t  w in d . B e tte r  g iv e  m e a  lig h t. H o w  a re  
y o u  g e t t in g  a lo n g  h e re ? "  h e  a s k e d  us. " A n y  
m a rk e t  fo r  p r e t t y  y o u n g  w o m e n  in  th is  
to w n ? "  h e  w in k e d  a t  m e.

"H o w  a re  th in g s  b a c k  th e r e ? "  I a s k e d  h im .
"F ine! T h e y  o f fe r  y o u  a  f r e e  c h o ic e  d o w n  

th e r e  —  d ro w n  o r  h a n g  y o u r s e l f ."
"O h, d ea r!  I t 's  b a d  e v e r y w h e r e ! "  th e  w i­

d o w  w h in e d . T h e  s o ld ie r  o n ly  tw is te d  h is  
m u s ta c h e .
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" H o w 's  th e  o ld  w o m a n ? "  I a sk e d .
"S h e 's  a l iv e . S he  c a n  e n d u re  a n y th in g . 

S he se n d s  y o u  h e r  lo v e .”
I a s k e d  w h a t  th e  m is tre s s  h a d  b e e n  sa y in g  

a b o u t  us.
"S he s u re  d id  m a k e  i t  h o t fo r  th e  m a s te r  

b e c a u s e  o f th e  tw o  o f y o u . 'W e 'v e  n o w  lo s t 
tw o  p a ir s  o f h a n d s , ' s h e  sa id , 'a ll  b e c a u se  
y o u 'v e  b e e n  s p o il in g  th em . W h o  h a s  fo o le d  
w h o m ? ' T h a t 's  w h a t th e  m is tre s s  sa id , a n d  
I c a n  o n ly  s a y  th a t , fo o l o r  n o  fo o l, th e  
m a s te r  c e r ta in ly  d id n 't  lo o k  to o  s m a r t  as h e  
s to o d  th e r e  in  f ro n t  o f h e r  —  n o t a  b i t ."

T h e  w id o w  in v i te d  u s to  h a v e  so m e  su p p e r . 
N a z a r  c am e  o u t w ith  a  b o t t le  o f v o d k a  a n d  
p lu n k e d  it  o n  th e  ta b le .

"L e t's  a ll  h a v e  a  d r in k ,"  h e  sa id , "an d  
b e t t e r  m a k e  i t  a  g o o d  o n e  b e c a u se  life  is 
s h o r t .  H e re 's  h o w !"

T h e  s o ld ie r  sa id :
" W h a t  v o d k a  is th a t?  I m ig h t as w e ll be  

d r in k in g  w a te r ! "
" T h e re 's  n o  r e a s o n  w h y  y o u  c a n 't ,"  sa id  

N a z a r .
"T h e  v o d k a  se e m s  g o o d ,"  s a id  th e  w id o w ;
"M a y  th a t  s to r e k e e p e r 's  life  be  as g o o d  as 

h is  v o d k a ,"  th e  s o ld ie r  g ru m b le d . B ut he  
d r a n k  a g a in  a n d  a g a in . H e 'd  d r in k  an d  sp it 
a n d  c u rs e  th e  v o d k a , th e n  h e 'd  p o u r  h im se lf
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so m e  m o re . T h e  w id o w  lo o k e d  a t h im  in  
a m a z e m en t, s h a k in g  h e r  h e a d , a n d  f in a l ly  
a sk e d , " J u s t  w h y  a r e  y o u  c u rs in g  i t  so ? "

" N o n e  o f y o u r  b u s in e s s , w o m a n !"  h e  
s n a p p e d  a t  h e r .  "F o r m y  f r ie n d s ' s a k e  I 'l l  
d r in k  a n y th in g !"

" W e ll, I w is h  y o u  l ik e d  i t ,"  s a id  th e  w i­
d o w .

"Y ou  M u s c o v ite s  * se e m  to  b e  m ig h ty  
g e n e ro u s  fo lk ,"  N a z a r  ad d e d .

W e  a te  a n d  ta lk e d , a n d  th e  s o ld ie r  ju s t  
k e p t  o n  d r in k in g .  T h e  c o lo r  le f t  h is  face , 
a n d  h e  le a n e d  o v e r  th e  ta b le . H e  s ta r e d  a t 
P ro k ip  a n d  m e, a n d  th e n  sa id :

"H e y  y o u , y o u n g  ones! Y o u  w o n 't  b e  lo n g  
to g e th e r !  D o n 't  le t  i t  w o r r y  y o u , th o u g h ...  
Y o u 'v e  b e e n  to g e th e r ,  y o u 'v e  ta s te d  so m e  
g o o d  th in g s  in  life  a n d  y o u 'v e  h a d  y o u r  
s h a re .  S om e n e v e r  g e t it  —  n o t  a  th in g , n o t 
e v e n  a  k in d  w o rd !  S o m e  ju s t  g e t p u s h e d  
a ro u n d  f ro m  th e  c ra d le  u n t i l  th e i r  d y in g  d a y . 
F a n c y  a  l ife  l ik e  th a t!  W ith o u t  k i th  o r  k in , 
w ith o u t  c o u n s e l o r  c a re  —  is n 't  i t  lo v e ly !"

" W h y  n o  k in ? "  a s k e d  th e  w id o w . " W h e re  
a r e  y o u  f ro m ? "

* M u scov ites — popular nam e for so ld iers of 
the tsarist arm y

116



"A n  a rm y  o rp h a n a g e ,"  th e  s o ld ie r  sa id  
g r im ly . " C h o le ra  k i l le d  lo ts  o f u s th e r e  in  
th o s e  o rp h a n a g e s  —  y o u  m a y  h a v e  h e a rd  
a b o u t it. I 'v e  n e v e r  e v e n  fo u n d  o u t w h o  m y  
p a re n ts  w e re ."

" N o t e v e n  y o u r  m o th e r? "
"D id n 't  I te l l  y o u ?  W h y  a s k  a g a in ? "
"M e  to o , I 'm  w ith o u t  a  s in g le  r e la t iv e ,"  

th e  w id o w  w h im p e re d .
"L o o k  w h o 's  ta lk in g !"  th e  s o ld ie r  ro a re d . 

" W h a t  a r e  y o u r  tro u b le s ?  N one! T h e  re a l 
t r o u b le  is  w h e n  y o u  c a n 't  r e m e m b e r  a n y o n e  
a n d  n o n e  w ill  e v e r  re m e m b e r  y o u , w h e n  
y o u 'v e  g o t n o w h e re  to  go  a n d  n o w h e re  to  
s ta y , w h e n  e v e ry o n e  is a  s t r a n g e r  a n d  th e re  
is n o th in g  y o u  c a n  c a ll y o u r  o w n  —  n o t  a 
h o u se , n o t a  p e r s o n , n o t a  p ie c e  o f w h a t y o u  
w e a r ! "  H e  sw u n g  to  N a z a r: "A  s te p p e  m an, 
y o u  sa id . R ig h t, b ro th e r ,  I c o m e  f ro m  th e  
s te p p e s , o r  so  I h e a rd , a n d  th e y  m u s t h a v e  
b e e n  re a l  f in e  s te p p e s ...  W e ll , w o m an , p a ss  
m e  th e  v o d k a . L e t 's  f in ish  th e  b o tt le , b e c a u se  
i t 's  s w e e te s t  a t  th e  b o tto m !"  T e a rs  w e re  n o w  
ro l l in g  d o w n  h is  face , b u t h e  t r ie d  la u g h in g  
th ro u g h  th em , a s  hc^ d ra n k . T h en  h e  s t r e tc h e d  
o u t  o n  th e  b e n c h  a n d  im m e d ia te ly  fe ll 
a s le e p .

"W e ll, i t 's  b e e n  re a l  n ic e  ta lk in g  to  y o u ,"  
N a z a r  sa id . "G o o d b y e , b r o th e r  P ro k ip .... W a it,
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I n e a r ly  fo rg o t .  I 'v e  b r o u g h t  y o u  a  l i t t l e  
m o n e y  —  f iv e  ru b le s . G o o d  lu c k  to  y o u !"

"T h a n k  y o u , b ro th e r !  I d o n 't  e v e n  k n o w  
w h e n  I 'l l  b e  a b le  to  r e p a y  y o u ."

"N o t a n o th e r  w o rd . J u s t  t r y  to  s ta y  a liv e . 
I t 's  n o n e  of th e  m a s te r 's  m o n e y . I t 's  b e e n  
c o lle c te d , so  it  s h o u ld n 't  b u r n  y o u r  p o c k e t. 
I 'l l  e a rn  m o re , b e c a u s e  I in te n d  to  s ta y  f re e  
a t le a s t  h a lf  a  y e a r .  T h e y  w o n 't  g e t  m e  —  n o t 
e v e n  w ith  th e  d o g s ."

H e  s a id  g o o d b y e  to  a ll  a n d  w e n t  aw a y , 
a n d  w e  n e v e r  sa w  h im  a g a in .

XL V I

G o o d  G od! W h a t  life  w a s  l ik e  to g e th e r !  
E v en  th o u g h  it  w a s  fu ll  o f c a re s  a n d  w o e s , 
it w a s  a ls o  g lo r io u s  a n d  so  h a p p y ! I t  w a s  
e a s y  to  b re a th e , it  w a s  w o n d e r fu l  to  th in k  
th a t  w h a t  l i t t l e  m o n e y  I m ig h t e a rn  w o u ld  
a ll b e  m in e , th a t  I c o u ld  s i t  a n d  ta lk  a n d  
n o t b e  a f r a id  o f a n y o n e , a n d  if I d id n 't  fe e l 
l ik e  w o rk in g , n o  o n e  w o u ld  m a k e  m e, a n d  
n o b o d y  w o u ld  to u c h  m e. I fe l t  w ith  a ll  m y  
h e a r t  a n d  w ith  m y  e n t i r e  b o d y  th a t  I w a s  
r e a l ly  liv in g .

T o w a rd s  s p r in g , h o w e v e r ,  th e  w o rd  g o t 
a ro u n d  th a t  th e  s o ld ie r s  w e r e  to  m a rc h  o u t 
sh o r tly !
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" I t  c a n 't  b e  t r u e ,"  I k e p t  te l l in g  m y se lf , 
b u t in  m y  h e a r t  I k n e w  th a t  it  w as . T h en  th e  
o rd e r s  c am e  to  g e t r e a d y  to  m arch .

P ro k ij)  t r ie d  to  c o m fo r t  m e  w ith  w o rd s  
th a t  it  w o u ld  s o o n  a ll  b e  b e h in d  us, th a t  h e 'd  
c o m e  b a c k  a n d  w e 'd  b o th  b e  fre e . "Y es, d ea r, 
o h  y e s !"  I 'd  say . B ut m y  h e a r t  a c h e d  an d  
I c r ie d  a  lo t.

D e p a r tu re  d a y  w a s  s o o n  a n n o u n c e d . W e  
w a lk e d  a ll  th e  w a y  to  th e  h a m le t to  sa y  
g o o d b y e  to  e v e ry b o d y .  T he  m a s te r  an d  
m is tre s s  w e r e n 't  a t  h o m e , o n ly  th e  o ld  w o m a n  
w a s  th e r e  to  lo o k  a f te r  th e  h o u se . D ear 
w o m an ! I re c o g n iz e d  h e r  as so o n  as I saw  
h e r  s ta n d in g  in  th e  y a rd , w h e n  w e  w e re  s t i l l  
a  lo n g  w a y  off, a n d  I w e p t th e r e  a n d  th en . 
H e r so u l s e e m e d  to  b e  th e  o n ly  p a r t  o f h e r  
w h ic h  w a s  s t i l l  r e a l ly  a liv e . I r a n  to  h e r  an d  
h u g g e d  h e r  as I w o u ld  m y  o w n  m o th e r .

" W h y  a re  y o u  c ry in g , d e a r ie ? "  sh e  a sk e d  
so f tly .

"B ecau se  y o u 'l l  s ta y  b a c k  h e re , in  th is  
h e ll! "

" H e re  I 'm  s ta y in g , th a t 's  tru e . H e re  I w as  
b o rn  a n d  c h r is te n e d , h e r e  m y  p a re n ts  d ied , 
h e re  I 'l l  d ie  to o , m y  c h ild ."

" A re  y o u  g o in g  to  e n d u re  it  a ll u n ti l  y o u  
d ie ? "

" I 'l l  s ta n d  it, y e s , d e a r ie ."
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She g a v e  us h e r  b le s s in g  a n d  o f fe re d  us 
w h a t l i t t l e  sh e  h a d  fo r  th e  jo u rn e y , t r e a t in g  
us l ik e  w e  w e re  h e r  c h i ld re n . T h en  w e  s a id  
fa re w e ll  a n d  w e n t. B ut w e  lo o k e d  b a c k  a t  h e r  
m o re  th a n  o n c e  as w e  w a lk e d  a w a y . S he w a s  
s ta n d in g  o n  th e  th r e s h o ld ,  a ll  w a s  s t i l l  
a ro u n d  us, th e  s k y  w a s  c le a r , a  s l ig h t  w in d  
w a s  b lo w in g  f ro m  th e  f ie ld s , a  c o o l b re e z e  
re a c h e d  f ro m  th e  g ro v e s , s o m e w h e re  a  b ro o k  
w a s  m u rm u r in g , a n d  h ig h  a b o v e  it a l l  th e  
b r ig h t  s p r in g  su n  w a s  sh in in g ....

XL V II

I w a lk e d  w ith  P ro k ip  a s  fa r  a s  K iev . T h e re  
I fo u n d  a  jo b  a n d  s ta y e d , w h ile  h e  w e n t o n  
w ith  th e  a rm y  to  s e rv e  s o m e w h e re  in  L i­
th u a n ia .

"D o n 't w a s te  y o u r  h e a r t  a w a y , d a r l in g ,"  
h e  to ld  m e. " I 'l l  b e  b ac k ... I h o p e . Y o u  h o p e  
to o . W a i t  fo r  m e!"

I 'v e  b e e n  w a itin g ...  H e 's  b e e n  s e rv in g  a 
lo n g  tim e . I t 's  s e v e n  y e a r s  s in c e  h e  le ft. 
W il l  I e v e r  se e  h im  a g a in ?  I h a v e n 't  b e e n  
b a c k  to  th e  h a m le t, o n ly  h e a r d  f ro m  so m e  
p e o p le  th a t  e v e r y b o d y  w a s  s t i l l  a liv e . T h in g s  
a re  m u c h  th e  sa m e  as b e fo re . T h e  o ld  w o m a n  
h as c a r r ie d  o n  p a t ie n t ly  a n d  N a z a r  h a s n 't
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b e e n  h e a rd  f ro m  o r  a b o u t. I to il , lo o k  o u t 
fo r  w h a te v e r  w o rk  I c a n  fin d , a n d  e a rn  a  
liv in g . M o n e y  co m es  h a r d  to  p e o p le  l ik e  m e, 
a n d  e v e r y  k o p e c k  o f it is s o a k e d  in  sw e a t. 
B ut a t  t im e s  I am  s w e p t  w ith  g a ie ty  a n d  
a lm o s t h a p p in e s s , w h e n  I th in k  th a t  if  I 
c h o o se , I c a n  w a lk  a w a y  f ro m  m y  w o rk  a n y  
tim e  I lik e . I th in k  a b o u t  it, a n d  i t  h e lp s  
c a r r y  m e th r o u g h  a n o th e r  y e a r .  A n y w a y , 
i t 's  a  g r e a t  c o m fo r t  a n d  a  g r e a t  b a lm  to  k n o w  
th a t  I 'm  f re e  a n d  th a t  m y  h a n d s  a r e n 't  tie d . 
I k e e p  te l l in g  m y se lf  th a t  m y  p re s e n t  t r o u b le s  
w o n 't  la s t  f o r e v e r  e i th e r .

H o w  c o u ld  I fo rg e t  m y  h u sb a n d  fo r  a 
m in u te ?  I t  w a s  h e  w h o  s a v e d  m e f ro m  th a t  
n ig h tm a re , f ro m  th a t  h e ll. If  I fo rg o t  a b o u t 
it, G od  w o u ld  tu r n  f ro m  m e. P ro k ip  is m y  
h u sb a n d  a n d  s a v io r .  M a y  th e  M o th e r  o f G od  
ta k e  g o o d  c a re  o f h im , b e c a u s e  th a n k s  to  
h im  I 'm  free ! I l iv e , I sp e a k , I w a lk  —  a n d  
I d o n 't  c a re  if th e r e  a r e  m a s te r s  a n d  m is t r e s ­
ses  in  th e  w o rld !



ABOUT THE AUTHOR

M arko V o v ch o k  (M aria  
V ilin sk a -M a rk o v ich ) (1833-1907) 
d eb u ted  on the U krain ian  
li te r a r y  scen e  in  1858 w ith  
the c o lle c t io n  o f S t o r i e s  f r o m  

t h e  L i f e  o f  C o m m o n  P e o p l e  

fo llo w e d  in 1859 by the short 
n o v e l A f t e r  F i n i s h i n g - S c h o o l .  

Both w ere  h ig h ly  a cc la im ed  
by the U k ra in ian  and R ussian  
p r o g r e ss iv e s  and  
d em o cra tica lly -m in d ed  cr it ic s .

W ritin g  in  U k ra in ian  and in  
R ussian , M arko V o v ch o k  
m ade a s ig n ific a n t  
c o n tr ib u tio n  to both  
litera tu res. D uring her  
life tim e , th is  ou tstan d in g  
U k ra in ian  author ga in ed  
w id e  r e c o g n it io n  abroad for 
the n um erous tra n sla tio n s  
o f her s to r ie s  and ta les  in to  
E uropean la n g u a g es . She  
w as a lso  a c t iv e  as a translator  
from  French, E n g lish ,
Germ an, and D anish .

123



M arko V o v ch o k 's  r e a lis t ic  
w r it in g s  are based  on  her 
profound  k n o w le d g e  o f the  
life  of U k ra in ian  p easan try  
and p erm eated  w ith  a 
re v o lu tio n a r y -d e m o c r a tic  
sp ir it. In  A f t e r  F i n i s h i n g -  

S c h o o l  sh e  r e v e a ls  the fate  
of U stina, a ser f and a m aid  
to a sa d is tic  m istre ss . The 
f ir s t-p erso n  n a rra tiv e  
f lo w s  on lik e  a r iv er  of 
sm artin g  m em ory  as U stin a 's  
w orld , d u ll and c a g e -lik e  
as it is , b eco m es fu ll of 
torture and ab u se  after  
her y o u n g  m istre ss  com es  
hom e from  f in ish in g -sc h o o l.  
Her life  turns in to  a d a ily  
stru g g le  for su r v iv a l, w h ich  
seem s to be d o o m ed ...

D ense and v iv id  w ith  pain, 
this book  is a heart-rending  
p o rtra it o f hum an tra g ed y  
w hich  calls for socia l 
justice, a b o lition  of 
serfdom , and respect for 
the individual.
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